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The SPEAKER took thc Chair at 4.30

pan. and read prayers.

QUESTION —GOVERNMENT WORKERS'®
COMPENSATION FUND

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Iremier: 1,
What was the total or approximate amount
of money to the credit of the (overnment
Workers® Compensation lund at 30th June,
1923! 2, Whart was the total or approximate
amount paid out as compensation at the same
date? 3, What was the total or approximate
nambey of suecessful and unsuccessful appli-
cants for rompensation respectively at 30th
June, 1923? 4, To what extent has the
scheme benefited the Government in the form
of premiums? 5, What has been the approxi-
mate eost of administration to June, 19239

The PREMTER replied: 1, £50,000; thig
Leing the maximum amount wbich it has been
decided to retain in the fund. 2, Total
amount of claims paid up to 30th June, 1923,
£106,516 approximately. 3, Successful claims
6,114; unsuccessful c¢laims 130 4, It is im-
possible to state any definite amount, but the
Jremiums for ordinary Government depart-
nents are about half the tarifl rates. A some-
what higher rate is charged for trading con-
cerns, acccrding to nature of the risk. 5, No
record has been kept, it being considered as
part of the ordinary departmental work.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL DEPART-
MEXNT, MILEAGE.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister fer
Agriculture: 1, Ts it a fact that the mileago
allowance to field officers of the Agricultural
Department is on a flat rate, without con-
sideration as to whether the officer is doing
city or country work? 2, it is to be under-
stond that the department decs not realise
the necessary extra running cost of eountry
oflicers, due to the heavy, rough, and moun-
tainons nature of their districts? 3, Will he
congider the advisahility of having the matter
gone into with a view to meting out justice
and eguity to all his field officers alike?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURKE re-
pliel: 1, Pending consideration, mileage is
on flat rate, 2, No, Officers have bheen re-
quested to keep accounts in order that the
question may he reviewed at the end of the
vear, 3, Answered by No. 2.

DRILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1. Reciprocal Enforcement of Meaintenanee
Orders Act Amendment.
2, General Loman and
Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

Inseribed Stock Act

ORDER AND PROCEDURE.
Notice Paper Priority.

Mr, Hughes moved for leave to introduce
a B3l for an Act to control rents.

Mr. A. Thomson: On u point of order. I
should like to know why Notices of Motion
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 have been given priority on
the Notice Paper. Notices of Nos, 1 and 2
were not given until last night. Yesterday
No. 3 was No. 21 on the Notice Paper, Why
has my notiee of motion been put down?

Hon. P. Cellier: It simply went down in
rotation,
Mr. Speakerr Notices of Nos. 1 and 2

were given yesterday. They have been treated
ay formal motions. That is why they are
where they are on the Notice Paper. In re-
speet of No. 3, T am assurcd the Minister
concerned has agreed to treat it as formal,
I£f any objeetion be raised, it will have to be
placed in its proper pesition on the Notice
Faper. However, the hon. member cannot
raise objection to it at this stage.

Mr. A. Thomson: At all events, T raise an
oljection to the motion for leave to introduce
a Bill for an Aet to control rents.

Mr. Speaker: Very well, it will have to
take its proper position on the Notice Paper.

AMr. Marshall moved for leave to introduce
a Bill for an Act to amend the Workers’
Compensation Act, 1912,

Mr. A. Thomson: I raise an objeetion to
this motion.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon, member de-
sire to debate it? If so, it will have to take
its proper place on the Notice Paper.

Mr. A, Thomson: No, I do not desire to
debate it; 1 merely raise an ebjection,

The Minister for Works: Are you a con-
scientions objector?

Mr. Speaker: Very well,
into its proper place.

Mr, MeCallum moved—

That all papers connected with the dis-
missal of Guard Searle from the Railway

Department, tozether with the shorthand

notes of eudenre hefore the Appeal Court,

be laid on the Table of the House.

Mr. A, Thomson: T intend to debate this
motion,

it will be put
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Mr. Speaker: Very well, it will have to
take its proper place on the Notice Paper,

The Minister for Mines: [ do not propose
to debate it, but T wish to explain that it is
not a motion for leave to imiroduce a Rill
Last week the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. McCallum) notified me of his wotion,
and asked mwe to treat it as formal. I could
not then give such un undertaking but, after
making inquiries, I agreed to do so.

Mr. A, Thomson: My peint is that this
motion was No. 21 on the Notice Paper yes-
terday, but has now been given priority over
mne.

Mr. Speaker: I was correct in my state-
ment that arrangements had been made be-
tween the Minister and the member concerned
to treat this na formal. However, that does
not prevent another memlter from opposing
it We did not expect opposition to the mo-
tion, and so we placed it where it is, as
being formal, Since objection has heen
raised, the motion must take its proper place
on the Notice Paper.

Mr. Munsie: [ should like to ask whether
the hon. membier has any ohjection to the
motion.

Mr, Speaker: T cannot say.

AMr. MeCallum: Mav I ask what will be its
proper place on the Notice Paper? T think
it is properly ahead of any other notice.

Mr. Speaker: It will have to take its
proper place.

Mr. MeCallam:
noon?

Mr. Speaker: [ cannot say. T will have
the notices looked up, and this will go into
its proper place.

Mr. McCallum: Yesterday my motion was
dropped below  others which, properly, it
should have preceded.

Mr. Speaker: J will have the origina)
notice looked up and the motion put into its
proper place ou the Notiee Paper,

Hon, P, Collier: The point is, the hon. mem-
her will lose his opportunity. He says he
thinks it is in its proper place now.

Mr. Speaker: No, it is not.

Hon. P. Collier: In the order in whieh the
notices were originally given, [ think it
should have priority over that of the member
for Katanning,

Mr. Speaker: [f the hon. member will
look up Netice I’aper No. J4 he will sec
that notice of this motion was given after
the mnotire of mation by Mr. Cunningham,
No. 15, 'Therefore, its proper number is No.
16. T cannot allow debate on it now. If
in the eourse of husiness its proper position
Fe reached this afternoon, it ear be moved
to-day.

Will it come en this after-

PAPERS—CATTLE EMBARGO.
Hon. P. TOLLIER (Boulder) [4.44]: 1
move—

That all papers relating to the action
of the Government in preventing callle en-
tering thig State from South Australia be
laid rpon the Table.
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T hope 1 shall be in order in moving this in-
nocent little motion. I do not think the ob-
jection of the member ior Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson) will lie against this motion, be-
canse | grave notice of 1t on the opening day.
[ understand the Minister for Agrienitire
has no objection to laying the papers on the
Talle. 1 wmerely desire to see those papers
in urder to satisfy mysclf and the people of
the Eastern Uoldfields as to the nature of
the objection to the bringing in of the cattle,

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, ADVANCES,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.45]: I
move—

That all papers velating to applications
for Gorernment assistance that were re-
ferred to, or reporied on, by the Council
of tadustrial Decelopment, be laid on the
Table af the House.

Lhis is auother harmless notion to whieh I
think the Minister might readily agree. The
Mini-ter {or Education in another place last
week declined to give information to a mem-
ber of that Chamber regarding applications
for assistance dealt with by this body, ex-
plaining that they were largely in the pature
of banking transnctions and it was not de-
sirnl.le to make public the different applica-
tions received by this body for assistance.
[ do not know whether the Minister here in-
tends to adopt a similar course. I sec no
reason whatever why the papers should not
be laid on the Table, or why the House
shorld not be supplied with the fullest infor-
mation regarding the matters dealt with by
the council, It may he opporiune to say
that when the funetions and work of this
hody were under disecussion last year, the
Miaister said he would have a Bill prepared
defining the powers and  fonetions of the
vouneil and that the House would have an
opportunity to deal with it before the session
closel. T cdo mot know whether the Minister
has forgotten that statement, but the Bill
has certainly not eventuated, and so we find
this lody in an exaetly similar position to
what it occupied last year. X do not wish to
again go over the ground covered by the de-
bate on that vecasion, but [ once more register
my strongest disapproval of the manner in
which the Couneil of Industrial Development
has been permitted to carry on its functions.
The reply given by the Minister for Educa-
tion last week means that members of Parlia-
ment are not permitted to know the number
or nature of the applieations referred to this
holy hy the Government. I object to men,
who have no statutory authority and no legal
standing whatever, having the privilege and
jower to recommend how puhblie funds shall
te expended. [ repeat that the Government
have at their command in the various depart-
merts all the necessary adviee—ifechnieal, pro-
fessionrl and otherwis=—to enable them to
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sdeeide whut should be done regarding appli-
cations for assistamce, and it should not be
necessary o call into their service private
citizens, men engaged in the commereiai Jife
of the ¢ity, who may be enlled upon to deal
with an application of a rival in busimess.  The
whole princijle is entirely wrong unless the
functions are defined and laid down by this
House. T move the motion in the hope that
the Minister will be able to present a return.
I recognise it would be somewhat difficnit to
lay upon the Table all the files and papers
relating to applientions that may have been
made during the past 12 months, but eertainiy
some return should be presented to supply us
with information as te the work of this body
with the high-sounding title of Council of
Industrial Development. T do not know how
useful this hody has been; its members may
have rendered great assistance. My attitude
is not of a personal nature; I have mnothing
to say against any of the members of the
covnceil. In a semi-public capacity I believe
they have rendered good service to the State,
but I objeet to any small body of men, four
or five, having authority greater than that
exercised by members of this House.

The Premier: No, it is purely advisery.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Of course it is; every-
thing is advisory beecause, in the final analysis,
the members of the Government have the
right to determine what shall be done, but
the Premier will not deny that the recom-
mendations of this body would greatly in-
fluence the Government or Ministers in deal-
ing with applications for assistance. Neces-
sarily the board would he qnite superfluous,
and, in fact, useless, if Ministers ignored or
attached little weight to its recommendations,
I do not wish to refer again to the incident
discussed last year when it was foond that
while the president of the Primary Producers’
Association was a member of the council
and while e was ehairman of directors of the
South Fremautle freezing warks, an applica.
tion by the works for assistance to the ex-
tent of £12,000 was referred to the couneil,

Mr, T.atham: That would be allowed under
an Act of Parliament.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Does the member for
York approve of four or five men constitnt-
ing swch a council sitting in judgment upon
an application for assistaner made by their
own particular business?

Mr, Latham: He would not take part in it.

Mr. Marshall:  He wonld do anly the re-
commendingr,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wounld the member
for York account that nnto him for righteous-
nesy ¥

Mr. Latham: Tt is allowerd nnder most Arts
of Parlinment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The couneil is not
operating undler an Act of Parlinment, Any
applieation for nssistance for u business in
whieh any memboer of the eouncil may be ¢on-
cerned, direetly or indirectly, should not he
referred to the council by the {overnment,
bur should he determined by the Government
themselves. [ think the hon, member, upon
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refleetion, will comcede tlhat this is a sound
and honest attitude to adopt. Jf any other
attitnde were adopted, it would be highly
undesirable, ever though the members of the
council were the very personification of reeti-
tude.

Mr. Davies: Would that be overcome if
the comneil were given statutory authority?

Hon. P. COLLIER. It iz an obvious safe-
guard that would be cmbodied in any Aect
ot Parliament. Anyhow the House should be
informed why these ecitizens are called in to
advise when the Government have all the
adviee mnecessary in the departments. We
should know what matters have been Jealt
with by the couucil during the last 12 months
and what public funds have been granted to
agsist industries under the council’s advice
and recommendations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [4.56]: I think I am
justified in assuming that the Leader of the
Opposition has no desire to do an injury to
any persons who have received assistance
from the Government to establish and carry
on sccondary industries. The Government
cannot be regarded as an ordinary banking
ingtitution, certainly not from the standpoint
of assisting to establish secondary industries.
True, we do a fair percentage of the banking
affecting certain industries such as ‘agrienl-
ture, but the attitude of the Government has
been to render assistance for the establish.
ment of an industry when private capital was
not available, or when opposition made it
dangerous for private capital to undertake it
\We have had nwnerous applieations for as-
gistance, but all of them have not heen ap-
proved. The Leader of the Opposition would
not suggest disclosing information abtained
by us that led the Council of Industral De-
velopment to recommend and the Government
to approve of their recommendation not to
make an advance to people who to-day are
carrying on industries but who, at the time
of making application for assistance, found
themselves in a temporary diffieutty,. We
would be disclosing information that no one
outside a hanking institution would have a
right to claim.

Hon, P. Collier: Applications might not be
made if the applicants knew their business
would he made public.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 wounld
not say that. Pcople have applied for assist-
ance in the knowledge that if their applica-
tions were successful, the fact might be made
public, When applications have been rerused,
however, the Leader of the Opposition wounld
uot desire to heap coals of fire upon the un-
succegsful applicants and, by the disclosure,
possibly damage their business.

Mr. Latham: Before an amount is granted,
it is published in the '*‘Trade Gazette.”’

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: That is an
entirely different matter. T am not averse to
anyone’s position being ascertained through
the usual channels, but special prominence
should not he given to one or two cases simply
to provide information that may be obtained



|29 Aveusrt, 1923.]

through the usual ¢hannels. The hon. member
realises that if all the papers were brought
here therc would be no chance of finding room
on the Table for any other papers this ses-
sion. T am prepared to make any of ihe
information available to him or to other
members at any time, that is, information
as to who applied for and who reccived as-
sistance, the extent of the assistance and the
degree to which we have granted an exten-
sion of time for the payment of interest or
prineipal; but we should not be put in the
position of c¢laiming to have information that
helengs more fo a banking institution than
to us, merely fo give prominence that will
not assist the person or persons con-
cerned to establish or earry on a business.
I am not going to discmss the queation of
the constitution of the couneil. Tt ia not
what it ought to be from the standpoint of
constitutional authority. Last session I said
we woulld reeousider the matter, and that
if we inteuded to maintain the Counecil of
Industrial Development we would. ask for
statutory authority. I have not overlooked
the question. It is not an easy matter,
however, to give mmembers just ‘what they
desire, that is, give powers of investigation
to a body that can advise the Government,
such hody being comprised of men already
in the Public Bervice. On the other hand,
it is not n sinple matter fo get business
men interested in the establishwent of
secondary industries to disclose information
to public officers in the way they will do
to otber business men, who are already
carrying on gperations themselves and know
what it s to keep a confidence, Tt is diffi-
cult to arrange a beard that will he satis-
factory to Parlinment. Tf the Honse insists
that all detailed information that is
collected for the purpose of arriving at a
decision on the question of financing and
assisting secondarv industries be Iaid upen
the Tahle, we shall not, I fear, receive appli-
cations except from sources that are on-
desirable, My object is to encourage those
who have gome faith in the country, and
sume  backing, and whoe require a  Jittle
assistance in order to make their ventures
a success. If it is merely & matter of
conving cap in hand te the Government to
obtain monev far the establishmeni of an
industry that has ne prospect of going
ahead, it is better to choke off the applicants
very quickly., T do net wani to put back
a number of those who ean establish an in-
dustry with a little assistance, and T cer-
tainly do not want te encourage those wha
have no hope of suceceding. The Govers-
ment have no wish to keep back informa-
tion from the Hause. There is certain in-
formation which showld he regarded as
confidential,

Mr. Mogev: Tf men receive any assist-
ance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: More
applications are refused than are recom-
mended. If T am going to lay on the Table
of the House the papers connected with
those applicants who have been refused, [
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must show the ground on which the council
and the Government conciuded that assist-
ance should not be rendered.

Mr. C. C. Maley: If assistance is readered
the House und the publis should kpow ahout
it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 am not
anxious that a man should disclose informa.
tion he has given to enable the authorities
to come to a devcision that they will not
assist him, or to pass on to the general
public anything that will damage his busi-
ness. It is sufivient to know that we have
uot rendered him any assistance,

Mr, C. (0. Maley: T£ a private bank will
not carry the man why should the publie
do so?

My, Pickering: They do net carry him.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. €, C, Maloy: If the proposition is no

o0d:

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
her must not interject.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Where
would the farming community have becn
during the peried hetween 1911 and 1916 if
it had been vowpelled to depend entirely
upon private hanking institutions?

Mr. Stubbs: The farmers would have been
off the land.

The MINTETER FOR MINES: Yes.
The Government take a point of view differ-
ent from that which a bank would take.
A banking institution will, generally speak-
ing, lond on rertain securities, always with
i safe margiu, and this frequently means
erippling the man the bank is trying to help.
The ease iz Adifferent with the Government.
In the mining industry people would not
reguire any asdistance from the Government
for develepmental purposes but for the fact
that wost of those claiming assistance are
it sueh o position that they cannot obtain
any cousideration frem the ordinary bank-
ing institutions, Tu the case under review,
we frequently take a chance in assisting to
establish an industry rhat would not other-
wise be established, and take a risk the
private institution would not be entitled to
take. The desire of the Giovernment is to
assist in the cstablishment of industries, but
the banks Innk at these mutters from the
finaneial point of view. T will obtain for
the hon. memher all the particulars as
afferting those to whom we have granted
assistance. We pre not eonverned ahout the
other men, On tle other bhand, we should
not do anvthing to canse a sethack for those
others by pubtishing information ef a prt-
vate ehururter, T think tbe T.eader of the
Oppusition will agree with me that the
Government ought not 1o lav on the Table
of the Hou<e the papers showing the reasons
why no assistance has heen rendered, The
Government have said before, they have ne
abjection to members seeinz the papers eon-
verning any matter in which they are inter-
ested, and rhat any information of a specific
nature will he got out for them. Some
peaple have been granted financial assist-
ance uader certain conditions. Whilst these

The hon. mem-
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conditions are being complied with, apart
from the fact that we have agreed to assist,
and apart from the amount of assistance
that was actually given, we onght not to
disclose any of the difficulties being experi-
enced by the enterprise, and thus probably
injure its chanee of making headway and
the Government’s chance of getting their
money back, That is what T wish to pre-
vent. I have no objection to the hon. mem-
ber sccing all the papers, but T want the
Heuse to know the position so that it can
decide whether or not the Government
should place the papers on the Table. In-
formation regarding assistunce given to any
firm, company or individwal the hon. mem-
ber can  have. One thing ought to
be arranged, and that is some place
within the precincts of the House where
papers of a confidential nature should he
made available to members, We have fre-
quently had to refuse to place on the Table
papers  containing  confidential  matiers,
about which members as a board of dircctors
ought to know, simply hecanse that in-
formation is frequently sought against the
interest of some individual, firm or com-
pany. That is an undesirable thing. All
these matters are fully investigated. The
question of rendering assistance to the Fre-
mantle Freezing Works was not submitted
to the Couneil of Industrinl Development.
Hon. P. Collier: Tt was.
Hon., W. C. Angwin: Yes.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It was
not.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: I saw the papers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The coun-
cil did not deal with the question of render-
ing assistanee for the establishment of freez-
ing works at Fremantle.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
an advance of £12,000.

Hon. P. Collier: I mentioned that very
gum.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am net
denying the honm. member’s statement about
the £12,000; T say that the council did net
‘deal with the question of assisting in the
establishment of freezing works at TFre-
mantle.

Hon. P. Collier: Not originally!
said they did,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That was
the impression created by the remarks of the
hon. mcember.

Hon. P. Collier: T mentioned an applica-
tion for £12,000 that was referred to the
council. That was long after the Government
had started to lend money.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ques-
tion of deciding on the policy of assisting in
the establishinent of freezine works at Fre-
mantls, or freezing works at Carnarvon, was
not submitted, considered, or reported on by
the Council of Tndustrial Development.

Hon. P. Collier: I know it was not.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: That
which was sobmitted was an appheation,
made subsequcit to the Government becom-

It was a question of

No one
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irg involved by rendering financial assistance,
for an advance’ of an additional amount of
£12,000 to cover liabilifies that had arisen
due to the ordering of a special compressor
for the works,

Mr. A. Thomson:
ment wanted,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
diseussing the pros and cons of the situation.
The council did not handle the question of
the desirability of assisting in the establish-
ment of the works.

Hon. P. Collier: T did mot say otherwise,
but merely stated what the Minister himself
has said.

The MTINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
saying the hon, member did. 1 only want to
clear up the faet that the council did not
deal with that particular question.

Hon. P. Collier: Then why
something that has not been said{

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not two
members on this side of the House——

Hon. P. Callier: That is a reflection on
their intelligence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
the other side of the House—

Hon. P. Collier: Speak for yourself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On hear-
ing the statement of the hon. member

Hen. P. Coliier: I aecept.yoir statement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unless
they had heard the additional statement that
the Government were involved in financial
assistance to *hese works to the tune of some-
thing approaching £100,000, couvld have as.
sumei other than that the whole application
was for a sum of £12,000, and that this had
been submitted to the council.

Hon. I, Collier: I said the application for
£12,000 was submitted to the council,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to discuss the policy as to whether we
should qnvite business men to juin the Coun-
cil of Industrial Development, or whether it
shontd he made up of departmental officers,
and what should be the nature of the statu-
tory aunthority given to that body. So far as
the Govermmment are cosicerned, however, this
sesgion will not close without there being sub-
witted to Parliament a proposal to put on a
satisfactory basis a council to advise us on
the questinn of recommending assistance to
secondary industries. I hope at that time we
shall get souch information Trom the House as
will enable us to dec¢ide in what direction
aggistance shall be rendered. T am not keen
on merely waiting for somcone to ask us te
lend money on sowme proposition or another.
I want, most of all, te be able to draw atten-
tion to the need for the establishment of
sccondary industries that will be beneficial 1o
Western Ausiralia. That is largely the policy
that has heen operating during the last 12
nionths. We have made it a peoint that ap-
plieants must show that they could not get
assistance elsewhere, that Government assist.
ance was necessary, that sveh an industry
has not already been established, and then if
we can by heiping or advising, or by inquiry

And which the Govern-

contradict

Nor on




(29 Avsust, 1923.]

obtain the neceessary capital to enable such
people to establish an industry, we do it.

Mr. Hughes: kHave you not guaranteed an
vverdraft  for o firmy which alrendy had un-
ealled capital?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Yes, Is
there anything serious about that?

Mr. Hughes: The Government shounld not
back a firm which posscssed the wuncalled
capital of wealthy sharcholders.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member does ot know the position.  The
Government rendered assistance to an indus-
try that had a capital of about £30,000,
which had been spent in the establishment of
that industry. It was found that the com-
pany required additional eapital in order to
carry on. The Government made it a condi-
tion of assistance that there should be a fur-
ther issue of shares.

Mr. Hughes: You are talking about other
people altogether,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: As it was
a limited liahility company, every individnal
holding sharas was respensible for the total
amount of the share value.

Mr. Hughes: That is not the case. In this
case you did not give any money, but guar-
anteed the overdraft. I am speaking of the
Rowley Forests Produet Company. They had
at eall eapital from their wealthy share-
holders.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
Rowley Forests Produet Company have any
wealthy shareholders T do not know anything
about them.

Mr. Hughes: You may not know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not.
‘We certainly took an undue risk in assisting
the Rowley Forests Product Company, be-
cause we believed they were making some
beneficial uwse of products from raw material
which to-day is to all intents and purposes
vnused. Anyhow, T am not going to discuss
that question.

Mr. Hughes: Was not Walter Kingsmill a
sharcholder?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T do not
know.

Mr. Hughes: Is not he a wealthy share-
holder?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
Enow.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He may be now.

The MINISTER 1"OR MINES: There are
different forms of companies, as the member
for East Perth knows. There are no-liability
eompanics.  In establishing a new induostry
in a State like this, where there is serious
competition from manufacturers engaged in
carrying on a similar industry in the Eastern
States—\Western Australin  being supplied
through a local agency—it is not an easy
thing to obtain additional capital. If, how-
ever, the man with surplus funds, in addition
to puttinz in capital, is to bear a personal
liability, the difficalty of obtaining further
capital becomes extremely great.

Mr. Hughes: But as regards limited lia-
bility the law protects him.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: As regards
the Rowley Forests Produets Company, 1 do
not think the hon. member is correct in his
statements. [If the company have not ecalled
up all their capital, we shail ecompet ihem to
do so.

Mr. 1Tughes: When they did not pay, you
kept putting the thing back and putting it
back, and giving extensions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Hughes: The last time I saw the file,
there was another extension.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unfortu-
nately, that is not so. The company did not
succeed. That is the sort of risk we some-
times have to take, According to an answer
given to a question asked in another place,
the company practieally failed. As regards
the liability of unealled capital, that is a
matter for eonsideration. A man who has an
obligation to a Government must meet it in
the same way as he would meet an obligation
to anyone else. I thought the hon. member
had in mind the assistance granted to a cer-
tain company which had estublished an in.
dustry here. The basis upon which the Gov-
ersment granted assistance in that ease was
to call upon the company to bear a certain
liahility contingently en our bearing another,
We had the security not only of plant, build-
ing, and so forth, but also of the uncalled
eapital, which was in itself equal to the
amount of assistance the Government were
granting. That i3 better than requiring the
company to eall up the balance of capital
and spend it, thereby reducing the State’s
seeurity. T am sure the mover is not really
asking that we should put ali these papers
on the Table. If he will indicate to me what
information he requires regarding any per-
gon or company, I will give him everything
that he desires. Applicants who have been
refused assistance, have probably been re-
fused on good grounds; but we do not want
the public to know upon what grounds any
particular application for assistnnee was re-
fused. If we cannot help these people to
succeed, at all events let us not hamper them
in their efforts. As regards the constitntion
of an advisory hoard with regard to sccond-
ary industries, if the hon. member can give
me any assistanee whatever, I shall be very
happy to have it. T find it cxtremely difficnit
to get something that will be satisfactory
from the point of view of members of this
House, and at the same timc satisfactory
from the point of view of those who want
assistance. I suggest, therefore, that the hon.
member should amend his motion so as to in-
dieate exactly what he wants, so that the
Government will not be ealled upon to lay
apon the Table files containing matters which
it is not desirable should be disclosed, from
the point of view of cither the Government
or the applieants.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [5.22]: Possibly some gain would
result from having these papers laid on the
Table.
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The Minister for Mines: It might be so
from your point of view. It does not matier
to me peraonally,

Hon. W. C. ANWGIN: In this State we
have a large number of people who are
against the Government putting any money
into trading concerna.

Hon. P. Collier: No s0 large as influential.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: When public money
has been advanced to a trading couecern, the
Government are taking part in that trading
concern, and perhaps the principal part, sec-
ing that they are providing the money for
carrying on the eoncern. We know very well
that these people are not consistent in their
opposition to State trading coneerms. They
are willing to trade on Government moncy.

The Colonial Secretary: It is not the same
thing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. As the Min-
ister for Mines has said, sometimes it is very
dangerons for private eapital to embark in
an enterprise. But it s not dangerous to
private people to introduce State capital inte
that enterprise.  Private persons are not
willing to invest their own capital in it, but
they have no objection to risking State eapi-
tal. It ie dangerous for themselves, but not
dangerous for the State. In such cases the
State has no control over the management,
though the State’s money is being used.

The Colonial Secretary: The State fixes
the conditions.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is desirable that
Parliament should have full information re-
garding applications and the moneys ad-
vanced. As a fact, the members of the Coun-
cil of Industrial Development have more
power than the members of this Chamber.

The Minister for Mines: They have no
power at all.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Almost in every
instanee when they recommend, the Govern-
ment pay.

Hon. 1, Collier: This House has no say
in the disposal of public funds, but the mem-
bers of the Couneil of Tndustrial Develop-
ment have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are here as
representatives of the people to guard the
funds of the State, and to sec that State
funds advanced to any industry are properly
advanced. Yet we have no say whatever
in the matter. Secarcely any member of this
Honse knows to-day the total of the amomnts
advaneed by the Government to various in-
dustries.

The Minister for Mines: You can got the
information at any moment,

Hon. P. Collier: I do not know that it is
contained in any paper presented to Parlia-
ment. -

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister said
it was not desirahle that the business affairs
of these people shonld be made public.

Mr. A, Thomson: Tt would not he fair.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T will admit that.
But is it desirable to make their business
affairs known to various business men on the
Council of Industrial Development who are

~factured here.
.an advisory Dboard of this deseription, the
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very often opposed in husiness to applicants
for assistance? Is that advisablef Ia it not
a fact that there have been instances of
applications for assistance towards the estab-
lishment of an industry being made to this
Lboard nmong the members of which were
business men engaged or interested in a sim-
ilar industry? Have not those business men
dealt with applications for assistance to
start an industry here while they were agents
for the same class of industry in the Eastern
States? In such cases it would be to the
interest of those members of the Council of
Industrial Development to turn down the ap-
plication, seeing that they would lose their
agency commissions if the goods being im-
ported from the Eastern States were manu-
If it was necessary to have

board should have consisted of members of
this House.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Or, if it was not
thought wise to form the hoard of members
of this House, thenr I say the board should
have been composed of public servants with-
out any business interests whatever. The re-
commendations of such a board would be
regarded with more confidence. I understood
quite clearly the references of the Leader of
the Opposition to the advance made by the
Government to the Fremantle Freesing
Works. The papers relating to the matter
were laid on the Table. The whole business
was here for any person to see, When the
application was made, the Government at firat
were not too willing to grant assistance. In-
deed, the Premicr was roundly abused by
various members for not agreeing promptly
to grant the assistance; and he was written
tv by some person in language which, had it
been used in writing to me, and bhad I been
in the Premier’s position, would have caused
me to tell the writer to go to Halifax.

Mr. A. Thomson: You know why the Gov-
ernment advanced the money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know the reason,
The Government had not been paid their
interest.

Hon, P. Collier: The interest was owing,
and the Government lent the company the
maoney t6 pay it. That is finance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Anyhow, the Coun-
c¢il of Industrial Development are not assist-
ing those engaged in trying to build up in-
dustries here as they shorld be assisted. Nog
long ago I was visiting works which had
mnsucces<fully applied for assistance. T am
not going to say whether the refusal to grant
assistance was right or wrong. The manager
informed me, in the presence of other mem-
bers of Parliament, that he had been getting
on very well with the council, and was expect-
tng to get assistance, hut that after a certain
person came to the works and asked for the
sole right to sell the products, and was re-
fused it, he, the manager, was immediately
given the cold shoulder by the couneil. The
member for Perth (Mr. Mann), who is not
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in his scat just now, wns also present wheun
this ~tatement was made. That sort of thing
skeuld not happen. We wunt indu-tries es-
tutlished here. T do not objeet to the Gov-
«roment assisting in the building np of indus-
tries, but at the same time we must be eare-
fnl to see that the funds of the Stat: are
protected, and we must be careful to see that
thase who reommend the Government as to
Acaling with the funds of the Siate in this
connection are not getting commissions on
woods brought here from outside.

The Colonial Secretary: The man in ques-
tion i~ not always reliable.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: His application
may have been refused on good grounds.

The Minister for Mines: I know the man
you refer to, and I say his applieation was
certainly refused on good grounds,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I merely mention
the matter to show the dissatisfaction exist-
ing outside.

My, A. Thomson: You arc lcading the
Honse to believe that the board did something
very wrong.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I have merely re-
peated what was atated to me in the presence
of other members of Parliament. I am not
surc that the member for Leederville {Capt.
Carter} was net also present on that ocea-
swn.

The Minister for Mines:
corridors of the House?

Hon. W, U, ANGWIN:; No; at the works,
The member for Perth was certainly there.
The position is not satisfactory. The people
who want assistance in buoilding up industries
bere do not get the same trcatment as others
received. Tf the Minister for Mines cannot
see his way to lay the papers on the Table,
no doubt the Leader of the Opposition will
meet him in the matter. T admit that it may
be dangerous for some applicanta to have
their files laid on the Table. The papers
cught, however, to he available somewhere
on these premises for the information of hon.
members.

Was this in the

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.29]: Tf this
debate  hns  dene nothing else, it has
served the good purpose of drawing the
attention of the House to the fact that last
session a definite promise was given that a
properly defined board should be established
in this conneetion. Of my own knowledge
I can state that there has heen serious eause
for complaint on the part of various appli-
cants to the hoard for advances. One in-
stance was given by the last speaker. Great
difficnlty was being experienced by a cer-
tain business in getting an advance, and I
think the difficulty wnas atiributable to the
fact that certain members of the hoard
were interested in the importation of goods
which the industry in question proposed to
manufacture lere. The firm concerned has
done a lot to establish a secondary industiry
in this State. A wvery valuable sccondary
jndustry was established in Western Aus-
tratia, and it was only with the very great-
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est difficulty that the
recommendation from the beard for fhe
further assistanre he nceded in order to
enntinne, T nm quite satisfied thot hon,
moimbert recopmive it wos o viry irnartact
industry to be maintaired. We ghionld take
steps to bave the board appointed. Tf the
Minister weve to apply Itis undoubted ability
in that direction, it would be of service 10
thi- State, T do not agree that all papers
shovid be ploced upon the Table of the
House. Rather would it be better if, whea
hon. memhers have o speeific compiaing,
they asked for the papers conmected with
that partienlar instance. In the event of a
refusal, any hon. member taking action
along rhose lines could get the consent of
the appliant to the production of the
papers. If all the papers were produced, it
would wean that some applicants who do
not desire their business made public, would
be prejudiced. I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will amend his motion aleng the
lines ruggested, and thus aveid doing an
injustice to others.

firm could get a

Hou. I COLLIER (Boulder—in reply)
[5.32]: T quite appreciate the difficulty in
plaging the whole of the papers concerned
on the Table. The position would be met
if the Minister eaused a precis to be made
showing the applicatiens reeeived, both
recommended and refused, and the assist-
ance rendered. If that were made avail-
able in his office wkere members conld in-
speet the precis and get the information
they desired, the difficulty would be over-
come,

The Minister for Mines: I suggest making
it available in the Speaker’'s room.

Mr. SPEARER: I will kesp the papers
unider lock and key. I will meet hon. mem-
hers’ wishes in the matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is important that
hon. members should know what the posi-
tion really is, and the Minister’s suggestion
will meet the case.

The Minister for Mines: T will see that
it is done.

Hon. P, COLLTER: It may not be an
attractive proposal to place all the papers
oun the Table, but, as the council iz not
responsible to Parliament, nor does it re-
port annunally to us as is necessary with
other beards constituted under Acts of Par-
lament, we should have this assistance.

Mrs, Cowan: The Minister has promised
that it will be remedied,

Hon, P. COLLIER :
but——

Mrs. Cowan: T hope he means to do it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would be the last
to vouch that it wi'l be done because the
Minister has made a promise. I think he
must have looked up his speeeh in last
vear’s ‘‘Hansard’' and repeated precisely,
with every fi’’ dotted and every *°t'’
crossed, what he said when he made his
promise 12 months ago.

The Minister for Mines: But that was not
in this ealendar vear!

He has promised,
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Hon, P, COLLIER: If the Minister
assumes that a promise dies at the end of
the calendar year, perbaps that is a good
policy. We could then wipe the slate clean
and begin afresh on the 1st of Janvary. In
that case, the Minister’s promise does not
stand now,

Mr. Money: You would not viant those
refused included in the list?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes.

Mr, Money: It might prejudice them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is important that
we should get that inforination, especially
as it will not be for publication.

Mr. Hughes: We want to kuow why the
applications were refused,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It may often happen
that people who have been refused assist-
anee by the council diseuss the matter with
members of this Chamber and complain
about their treatment. When asked if they
will consent to the matter being ventilated
by baving the papers laid on the Table of
the Mouse, they often refuse, preferring to
Jet the matter rest rather than nave the
papers made publie, Tn the circumstances,
I ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

RETURN—RAILWAYS,
AVowances and Overtime.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.35]: I

move—

That a return be latd upon the Table of
the House showing: (a) The number of
foco. drivers and firemen who have received
the ‘‘away-from-home’’ allowance during
the months of June and July. (b) The
names of such men and the amount received
by cach. (c) The number of loco. drivers
and firemon who have received overtime
during the same period. (d) The names
of such men and the amount of overtime
received by each.

My objeet in moving for the return is to
verify information that lhas been brought
under my notice. I have been told that ecer-
tain men have been retrenched, ifrom the
Railway Department. While therc was con-
siderable retrenchment prior to June and
July, muchk overtime was worked during those
two months by the remaining engine-drivers
and others in the loco, section. Tn addition to
that, owing to the retrenchment, large num-
bers of men had to he transferred away from
their home stations. They received what is
known as “away-from-home’’ allowance.
FPurther than that, in the vicinity of the home
slations where some of the men who had
been retrenched had previously been em-
ployed, the amonul of money paid on account
of the allowance to which T have referred,
and in pvertime, necessitated by the retrench-
went, actnally amounted to more than the
salary received by the men who had been
dismissed. 1f these statements are correet,
they are very serious. 1 do not helieve “men
should he retrenched azud other men made to
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vork overtime in order to cope with the work
formerly earried out by those who were dis-
migsed. Tt is also complained that as a re-
sult of this retrenchment, men have to work
evertime and drivers and fircmen have re-
mained on the footplates of engines for a
longer period than they consider is safe for
men to do that work. Thus, in addition {o
displacing a number of men from the rail-
ways, the safety of the public has been em-
dangered owing to the men having to remain
on the footplates for excessive hours. In
order to ascertain what degree of accuraey
charcterises the statements made to me, 1
ask hon, members to agree to the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, J.
Scaddan—Albany) [5.39]: 1 expeeted that
the member for Last Perth (Mr. Hughes)
would tell the House what prompted him to
ask for thig veturn. He said something about
statements made to him that some men had
been retrenched prior to June and July and
that, owing fo the payment of the ‘‘away-
from-home’’ allowauce and overtime, thero
wag an netonal luss in eash to the Railway De-
partment. A statement of that kind would
uwot warrant him in asking for a return of
this nature, beeause the men who are directly
concerned are able to get it,

My, Hughes: How can I verify the state-
ments made to me if I do not get the returnd

THE MINISTER TFOR MINES: The
member for Ueraldton (Mr. Willeock} can
tell the hon, member how the information
ean be obiained. The member for Geraldton
has been for years a member of the railway
union coneerned, and he knows that organisa-
tion 1s in possession of full information
regarding  these matters. The wmemhbers of
that organisation must know what the posi-
tion is.

Mr. Ilughes: The sceretary of the union
is not very friendly disposed towards me.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do mot
know whether it would be rude to say 1T am
net surprised at that.

Mr. Hughes: He is something like vour-
gelf,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A lot of
people are not friendly te ine, and that per-
haps would not cause any surprise. The
member for Geraldton, however, is directly
irterested in the work done by the members
of the organiration affected. He ¢ame to
Parlinment. from the footplate himself. He
knows that ihe organisation is in possession
of the information souvht to bhe obtained in
this return. When oceasion arises, the exceu-
tive complain straight away.

Mr. Willcack: They ean get this return
whenever they ask for it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no question ahout that, The men’s interests
arc pretty weil looked after by the Engine
Iirivers, Firemen and Cleaners’ Union and
the member for Geraldton knows it. When
the union asks for the information, it is sup-
plied, The union objects to men working
unnecessary overtime. The umion waited



[29 Avevst, 1923.]

upon me regarding that guestion two wmonths
ago. The member for Geraldton, who knowa
something about these matters, knows how
difiicult it is to operate a big railway system
extending over such distances as ours, with-
ont overfime, We have to pay overtime rates
as a penalty for working the men longer than
ordinary time. There is no advantage from
the point of view of the Commissioner of
Railways or of the department itself in work-
ing the men overtime unnecessarily. If we
have a rush of trafiic in the Bunbury district,
we have to transfer a number of men from
their home stations for o weck or two, in
order to handle the cxeessive traflic at Bun-
bury. We may have to pay them overtime
rates in addition to the ‘‘away-from-home’’
aliowance, We eannot avoid that in the
aperations of the railways, Hon. members
will realise that we could not possibly keep
suflicient men at any home station all the
year round to cope with the rush traffic with-
nut calling in men from other parts. We
keep it down 1o the minimum, and when busi-
ness is slack ot one point and heavy at am-
other, men are transferred from the former
to the latter station and the work is thus
carried out cffeetively. Tf the member for
East Perth knows anything about railway
working, the return will not be much goed to
him; if he knows nothing about it, as T
antieipate he does not, it will be less useful
ta him.

Mr, Hughes: Why do you object to the
return being made available?

THE MINISTER POR MINES: I do not
object.

Mr. Bughes: Well, why oppose it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am sug-
gosting there is no reason for asking the de-
partment to furnish the retnrn when those
directly interosted, who do not desire to work
overtime, ean obtain the information when-
ever they ask for it. When retrenchment is
taking plare, the union and the individual
members are keen in seeing that no unneces-
sary overtime is worked. ‘The member for
Geraldton knows fuil well it is impossible to
operate the railways without incurring over-
time and without transferring men from
home stations te places where rush traffic has
te be coped with, and he also knows that the
information covered hy the motion is readily
available to the men themselves.

Mr. Hughes: What abont the man who is
not in the union?
Mr. Latham:

up his ecase.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
nothing in the motion that cannot be ob-
tained by the men coneerned for the asking.

Surely yon are nol taking

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.45]): As
the Minister has informed the House that the
information is available, there is no reason
why it should not he supplied. It will then
b2 possible, when the Estimates are under
consideration, to intelligently discuss the
matter. Rerarding the away-from-home allow.
ance, a considerable amount of money has
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been paid away unnecessarily.  People in
ciose touch with the railway service know that
on many eccasions this allowanee has been
paid when thore has been no justification for
the rayment. Eeing of that opinion, an hon.
uemier ghould surely bave the aight to eviti-
cise the administratien of the Jepartment,
1 know that in Juue a man was sent from
Perth to Geraldton on this allowance and he
did nothing beyond a job that could have
Leen carriell out by a loeal man. No pur-
pose was served in that case and it is diffi-
cult to ascertain the reason for such a pro-
ceflure. Men who are stationed in a certain
place, instead of being seat out from there,
are kept in the depet. Geraldton men have
to work Sandstone every week or fortnight,
as the case may he, but if there is a man
there who is on expenses, he should be seat
t» Bandstone instead of a man from Gerald-
ten, and a an being sent fram Perth to re-
licve the employee sent out from Goeraldton,
There should be no ehjection to the return
being supplied.  But the importance of the
request i3 in connection with the retrench-
ment that bhas taken place in the Railway
Department, partienlarly in  the rufining
Lbraneh. T drew attention to the fact that on
a previons occasion when T told the House
that it was retrenchment run mad. We know
that doring the next few months the railway
scrvice will have to he huilt up by the em-
ployment of inexperienced men who will be
needed to take the place of the experienced
men who were retrenched, and who probably
have found employment elsewhere. This is
the position practically cvery year. Per-
senally, { do not think that it pays the de-
parkment to get rid of experienced men and
replace them later with novices. The service
has been cut right down to the bone, until
we pow know that it is undermanned. If
the information desired is available, it
shonid unt bhe within the province of the
Alinister to tell us to go to the seeretary of
the organisation for it.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—SANDATWOOD TENDERS,
Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [5.507: I

nove—

That in the opinion of this House no
tender conferring the sole right to pall and
rentove sandalwaod from Crown lands or . to
deal with sandalwood under the grant of o
monopaly shou'd be aerepted by the Gov-
ernment until Parlinment has had an op-
porlunily to epprove or otherwise of the
tender ar tenders.  Aand in the meantime,
to enable members to inform themselves
of the nature of all tenders submitted, all
such tenders and oll papers relating thercto
be laid on the Table of the House.

Tt will be rememhered that the question of
handling sandalwoed in  this State was
bronght prominently under the notice of the
publie and this Howge ahout three vears ago.
At that time the Government set out o make
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a radical departure from the practice that
had obtained previouslv, and as the result of
a meneral protest and opposition that was
offered to the proposal by those concerned,
the Government for the time heing abandoned
their intentions. T think I am safe in saying
that a majority of members considered that
that was the end of the intended poliey, and
they were greatly surprised to find that in
AMareh of the present year the Government
had reverted to the proposals eof three years
before, and han inserted advertisements in a
newspaper inviting tenders for the sole right
to pull and deal in sandalwood. The matter
was rather hastily dealt with. Tenders were
called for by an advertisement in the ‘*West
Australian’’ on the 16th March, and they
were receivable on the 29th of the same
month. The peried that was being allowed
to elapse was merely 13 days, and I know of
my own knowledge that no 2nnouncement ap-
peared in the pgoldfields Press until some
days later. In fact, I think it was a week
later that an advertisement was published in
the goldficlds Press. It should have bheen
obvions to those handling the matier that
13 days was an insufficient period in which
to permit all those interested to hecome aware
of the alteration in the policy. Many
of those whe deal in sandalwood are in
the remote parts of the State and live

in places where mails are few and far
between. Thus, the time allowed was mot
sufficient. I am aware that when a protest

was made, the peried was extended, and
of course there was then ample opportunity
for thosc concerned to deal with the matter.
I do not think that such a radical alteration
of policy—and it is 2 radieal alteration—
should be carried out without Parliament
having some indication of the intentions of
the Government. It was not until March that
members and the public concerned knew any-
thing about the intentions of the Government.
When a particular policy has been pursued
for a long course of years, it is always wise,
when it is proposed to make a radieal change,
to at least acquaint Parliament. I have no
doubt that, had it not heen for the strong
deputation that waited on the Premier in
connection with the matter, a contraet would
have been finalised before the present time,

The Minister for Mines: That deputation
:ught to answer for the loss that has acerued
o us.

Hon. P. COLILIER: I do not know about
that. The Minister is answerable for the
loss of the last threc years in mot carrying
out the original intention.

The Minister for Mines: That is quite true,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The responsibility of
the deputation is not nearly so great as that
of the Minister. The House does not know
the real reason why the Government have
made an alteration. We do know, perhaps,
that it is contended that in the past—and I
think it is admitted by everyome eoncerncd—
the handling of the sandalwood industry has
been umsatisfactory, exeept perhaps to the
dealers. Xt has certainly not been satisfae-
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tory to the pullers. XNeither has it been sat-
isfactory to the State in that the public
revenue has not benefited to the extent that
was the ease In years gane by. Prior to 1920
the rovalty was only 5. a ton, and as the te-
sult of the step token at that time, the
royalty was increared to £2 a ton, which was
certainly a very important inecrease in the
amount, bt not nearly—-as we now learn—as
mueh ns those concerned are willing to pay.
The Government, stating that it was their
dervire to place the industry on a more satis-
faetory hasis, deeided that the only way by
which that could be done was to grant a
monapoly, or the sole right to pull sandal-
wood, to some firm or company or individual,
and to call for tenders, That is a very im-
portant step to take in the matter of an
industry, and T de not think it has been
supported by anyone concerned. We have
been told thet Quring the past month or two
the Government were going to make inguiries
amongst the pgetters in order to ascertain
their views. I am not in possession of any
information regarding the result of those
inquiries, or as to the steps taken by the
Government to get into touch with the pullers.
S0 far as my knowledge goes, all those who
are called pullers have been most emphatic
in their opposition to any propesal which
means the granting of a monopoly,

The Minister for Mines: They werc only
pushed by the traders.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I doe not know that
the Minister is entitled to say that. Those
people are in a position to jedge for them-
selves.

The Minister for Mines: They do not know.

Mr. Marshall: They knew enough to pro-
test quickly against the proposed contract,

Hon. P. COLLIER; They were protesting
against the granting to any single firm or
company the sole right to deal in sandalwood.
Tt may be that the Minister will contend that
in their attitude they were acting without
full knowiedge of the facts and eircumstances,
even relating to their own interests and their
own welfare. That is why I am asking that
the papers be 1aid on the Table of the House.
Tf there is a sound reason why the alteration
should take place, T think all interestz will
be hest served by having the papers tabled
so that we mav be in a pesition to ascertain
the faets, Notwithstanding that the getters
have heen informed that the priec they will
obtain for their work under the proposed
tender will greatly exceed the amount they
have heen  receiving in past  years,
they are still—so my information goes
—as  strongly opposed as ever tao the
propesal te grant the sole right to ent
to any particular company or individual,
They argue that although the money paid
to them may be increased, they will be at
the merey of one trader, who may he dis-
posed to embarrass them or Interfere with the
carrying on of their business, So they he-
lieve their interests will he best served by
allowing the existing compeatition to continue.
The Government sgay their ohject is to en-
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sure a higher return to the pullers and an in-
ereased royalfy to the Crown. Those op-
posing the new propesal are unable to sce
that to achieve this dmal ohjeet it is neces-
sary to grant a monopoly to any firm. If
the Government feel that, say, £12 or £15
per ton is a fair price for the pullers, and
that a £6 or £8 royalty would vot be oo
much, I see no reason why they should not
fix those sums and allow those persons in the
business to countinue as in the past. It is a
serious thing for the Government to take any
step which will put out of action men who
have been c¢ngaged in the sandalwood indus-
try for a number of years. The House should
be allowed to see all the papers dealing with
the guestion, and later be aforded opportun-
ity to pronounce judgment as to whether the
proposed new policy should be put into efiect.
The Government, when calling for tenders,
have actually fixed the price, because one of
the stipulations is that the tender should pro-
vide a minimum royalty.

The Minister for Mines: Upset, not mini-
mum.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It amounts to about
the same thing.

The Minister for Mines: Not quite. We
would accept no tender that did not provide
sn upset priee of £10, Then the tenderer
must state his minimum above the £10.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, that is so, £10
to the puller and £2 to the Government. They
may tender for any higher amount on either
head, but neither amount must be lower. So
the Government have fixed a rate below which
they are not prepared to consider any tender.
Weil then, what is the objection to letting the
Government fix the amounts to be paid to the
puller and to the Government, and allow the
buginess to proceed as in the past?

The Minister for Mines: It could not be
done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T know the Minister
has often said it could not be done, but I
have never been able to understand why. It
may be argued that competition would set up
the same results as we had in past years.
Although it i3 econtended that the averapge
quantity which China can absorb is 6,000
tons per apnum, we know that in some years
as much as 13,000 and 14,000 tons have heen
exported, and as a result the market has been
overstoeked, and the business brought to a
standstill for perhaps a year or more, the
whole of the operations beirg npset.  That
happened two or three years ago, when nearly
all encamed in the sandalwood industry on
the poldficlds were thrown ant of employ-
ment.

Mr. Heron: And it will happen again un-
der the new proposal.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T cannot sec why the
production cannot be regulated. Men will not
engage in & husiness unless able to make 2
rofit out of it. Tf the Government were to
gx £12 for the puller and, say, a £5 royalty
for the Government, we should have a total
of £17 per ton. Any man or company en-
gaged in the bosiness would have that as a
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basis to go upon in buying and selling and
dealing with the product. If the market were
unable to take more than 6,000 tons in the
year, some of those in the trade would go
out of it, just as any other wunsuccessful
trader has to do.

Mr. Money: It operates the same as any
other State enterprise.

Hon, P, COLLIER: It has nothing to do
with State enterprise. I do not knmow what
the hon. member means.

Mr. Money: It is like State enterprise, in
that it will put private people out of busi-
ness. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt has no rclationship
to that at all. In this case, persons unable
to compete would go ovt of business auto-
matieally. That has nothing to do with the
principle of State trading. However, I am
sure hon. members would like to peruse the
papers asked for, and also to know that no
definite action will be taken until they have
examined the files. I repeat that it is not
necessary for the Covernment to grant a
monopoly of this industry in order to secure
the objects they have in view. The two points
advanced by the Government are, that the
pullers should get a fair price for their work,
and that the Government should receive a
fair royalty. Those two ends can be achieved
without granting the sole right to any par-
ticular firm. Tt will be much more satisfac-
tory to all concerned if that can be done
without putting out of the business those who
have been engaged in it for so lomg.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [6.9]: In ordinary cir-
cumatances 1 might bhave moved the ad-
journment of the debate so that the points
raised by the mover of the motion could be
duly considered. As it is, I propose to state
in general terms the position that led np to
the Government’s action, which cvidently
is not approved by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and certain other members. Without
any offence, I say the Leader of the
Opposition and his supporters are not in
possession of certain facts relating to the
industry, facts affecting not only the rev-
enue of the State, but affecting also the
sandalwood pullers. Let me state briefly,
and largely from memory, the position as
I understand it. TFirst of all, sandalwood
taken from private property does not pay
any royalty to the State. The owner of the
property may deal with the sandalwood just
as he would deal with anything else in his
lawfol possession. But sandalwoed oa
Crown Jand belongs to the State, and the
State, through its Exeeutive,K is entitled to
take any action that will bring for the
commodity the best possible return. If that
Executive were to fail to employ in the
disposal of the property any knowledge tbhat
would enable them to obtain greater benefit
for the State, they would be lacking in their
duty as a board of directors representing
the whole of the community. Frequently it
is assumed that the sandalwood taken by
the pullers on Crown lands is the property
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of the pullers. True, we issue licenses to
persons to take sandalwood from Crown
lands aund dispose of it to dealers, subject
to the payment to us of a royalty. Until
three years ago the royalty was 5s. per ton.
That sum had subsisted for about 35 years,
nntil we had practically denuded our Urown
lands of a very valuable commodity withont
having received for it so much as the value
of a stamp over and above the cost of con-
trolling the operations. The sandalwood
belonging to the Statec was used, not by the
people of the State, but by people ontside
of Australia altogether. Nor did those
people return to us as the owner, or to the
puller for his work, anything like a fair
return.  When it was decided to alter the
system and call for tenders for the issue of
a permit wnder the Forests Aet, a greut
commotion was raised by a few of those—
not many—in the sandalwood industry. As
a matter of fact some of them were not
even dircet traders in the community, but
were agents acting for Chinese merchants,
being paid an annual retainer plus a com-
mission. By such a process hasg the China-
man been obtaining from Western Australia
a very valuable commodity at much less
than a fair price. Consequently the State
has lost a tremendous amount of revenue,
and the puller has been working for a
starvation wage.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Before tea
T referred to the fact that during the period
sandalwood had been taken and exported
from this State, the amount rccoverea by
way of royalty was 5s. per ton, a very small
rcturn, not exceeding hy much the value of
the revenne stamp. The getiers almost in-
variably reccived just sufficient to keep
body and soul together, and the Chinaman
was reaping the advantage of a commodity
he required at a priee very much below its
true value. Traders interested in the ex-
port of sandalwood are much eoncerned
about the poliey of the Government, but I
ask members in all fairness whether it is
right to consider haif a dozen persons who
have been interested in sandalwood for the
last 10, 15 or 20 years, and who have given
ne consideration at all to the sandalwood
getter. When it paid them handsomely to
purchase from the sandalwood gekter .wood
for whieh they could obtain a profitable
market, the getter was engaged, but when
the market went against the traders, they
cared nothing about putting the getter out
of employment. It did not matter to them
that they closed down their business for a
time, but when it comes to the point that
they may have to suffer what they have
imposed upon others, they are londest 1n
their squeals. It is evident from the siate-
ments that have appeared in the Press from
time to time that while ealling for tenders,
we shall in no eircumstances permit anyone
to obtain a monopoly that will enable him
to impose restrictions on the sandalwood
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getter. No tender will be considered by the
Government that does not provide for a
higher payment to the getter than he ever
previously obtained, cven in boom periods,
and no tender will be considered that does
not provide for a higher royalty to the

“Government.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not so because
the upset price was £10.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We stated
that definitely. The hon. member knows
that when we submit Crown lands to enable
people to take the timber therefrom, we fix
an uppset price, but that is not a price with
which we would be satisfied in the eveng of
competition. It did not mean that because
there was an upset price of £10, that amount
would be satisfactory.

Tlon. . Collier: Then it means nothing,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is a
starting point, but a starting peint only. We
could not declare what o tendercr who ob-
tained a permit could pay. Sinee the tenders
were opened we have obtained knowledge
that woe did not possess before. We have dis-
covered eertain conditions prevailing in the
taking and experting of sandalwood, of which
we were not previously aware. The greatest
picce of lmowledge we have gained is that
the State las lost a million of money ur
more in the last 10 years through permitting
the existing conditions to continue,

Hor. W. C. Angwin: That was not the
fault of the gettera or of the traders.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; those
conditions pesrmitted the Chinaman to take
advantage of the )osition and he was not
stow to do it. Three years ago we made
investigations of ali the propoesals that have
sinec been submitted. The suggestion to take
tie sundalwood from Crown lands and pool
if, say, at Fremantle, and allow anyone to
bi¢d for it and sell to a foreign market, was
considerad. I have no hesitation in declaring
that, if such an arrangement were carried
out fo-morrow, it wo:1d not result in the sell-
ing of 10 tons of sandalwood, The China-
men who hold stoeks in Ching ¢ould carry on
without purehasing from Woestern Australia
for two to five years, Immediately we imposed
such conditions, there would bhe no buyers.
Unless there were buyers in China, there
would he no buyers in l'remantle, and the
sandulwood getter would be foreed into claim-
ing u subsidy from the Government. Either.
the Government would have to take the san-
dalwood and heap it a2t Fremantle until the
Chinamen would buy it, or the getters would
have to starve. Rather than adopt this
course, it would be better to bring about
keener ecomretition amongst those who have
been getting our sandalwood at less than its
proper priee, and make the Chinaman pay for
what he values more than he is paying to-day,
If sandalwood had been used in this State as
wheat and other commodities are used, there
would have been a better appreciation of its
value, and we could have compelled oversea
Loyers to pay a proper price for it, but ne
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one wns interested except the getter, aad he
knew little of the business ramifications. All
we knew was that we colleeted 3s. per ton
rovalty. When sandalwood became scarce,
the getter woke up, but the Chinaman was on
the box seat, sad took advantage of a fav-
ourable exchange to build up his stecks. I
attempted to make a easual study of the ex-
change question. T worried Prolesfor Shann
for n couple of months and ke eventually
introduced me to the University library. Then
it was I diseovered why the Chinaman could
deal in sandalwood as he had been doing.
The normal value of the Chinese or Mexican
dollar is 23. 2d. wn English money but, as it
s a silver currency, the value of the Mexican
dollar fluctuates. During the war period it
tonched 8=, 3d. To purchase an English sov-
ercign to pay for our sandalwood at the nor-
mal value of the Mexican dollar, the China-
man would require eight dollars. If the
value of the dollar rese to 8s., he would re-
quire just over two Mexiean dollars to deposit
with the bank in order to get credit for one
English sovereign. Taking the value of the
Mexienn dollar at 3s, 6d. or 4s., us it was
for many meonths, the Chinanan had to find
five dellars in lieu of seven or eight in order
to buy an English sovereign with which to
purchase sandalwood. The result was that,
while he was apparently paying a good price
throngh the merchant to the getter, say, £16
a ton, it was costing him, with the dollar at
5s., tour times sixteen or 64 dollars a ton.
If the dollar fell back to 2s. 2d. and he had
to give eight or more dollars for the pound,
the ton of sandalwood would ecost him 128
dollars. Th s the Chinaman has invariably
taken advantaze of the rise in the value of
the dellar in China in order to prrchase his
sandalwood cheaply. During the period when
the exchange in China wus high, the Chinese
purchesed in on¢ year 17,000 tons of sandal-
wood, althowgh the ordinary requircments of
the last 50 years have been 6,000 tons a year.
Thus in 12 menths they built up three years’
supply, and although they appeared to be
paving a fair price, they were getting their
sandalwond probably  cheaper than at any
time during the iast 10 years,

Mr. Stubbs: Is vour information about the
stocks accurate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is no
doutt atout it—we sent a man to China—
and 1 am referring only to wholesale stocks,
not to stoeks distribited amongst the retail
shops that in themeselves would amount to a
great deal.  Having acquired three years'
stocks, the Chinese, as soon as the value of
the dollar fell to the neighbourhood of 2s. 24,
ceased buying. The ex-member for Kalgoor-
Tig, Mr. Green, now Federal member for Kal-
goorlie, thought it wouwld be advantageous
to sandalwood getters if more traders were
brought in. I pointed ovt to him that any
new firm would be in the Dbusiness only so
long as there was a market at the other end,
and that as scon as the exchange turned
agninst the Chinaman, and consequently to
the advantage of the getter, the Chinaman
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would go out of business, at all events for
the time being.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Would not that apply
to a monopely?

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES No;
presently I shall explain  why. Th e Te-
ault was we had 2 serious slump for

a period. The getters had to stack their
wood in the bush as they cut it, or go out
of Lusiness. These slump and beom condi-
tions are of no advantage to the sandalwood
getter, The genuine getter works throughout
the vear, obtains his sandalwood, and dis-
peses of it as a regular commodity. When
there is a boom on we get what are called
‘“week-enders’’ engaged in  the business.
Very often school boys from the Boulder
tuke an ordinary spring cart for a few days,
cut sandalwood, a good deal of it below size,
having been left by the genuine getter until
later on, and sell it to the buyer. These
youngsters take not the slightest intcrest in
the industry from the peoint of view of a regu-
lar livelihood. Instead, therefore, of the gen-
nine getter receiving the advantage of the
cutting of 17,000 tons in one year, he only
gets through his ordinary quantity, and leaves
‘‘sundowners’’ to get the balance. The get-
ter has had to starve for nearly thrce years
because there is no market for his commodity.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you propose to give a mon-
opoly to one man?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
come to that.

Resolved: That meotions be continued.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Chinpa, in
cffect, controls the sandalwood market. That
is practically our only market. The condi-
tions in China practically govern the condi-
tions in Western Australia according to the
value of the Mexican dollar, 1f the getter is
of any value to the man who has teams for
carting, and is placing the sandalwood on
the niarket, he ought to he of still more value
to him on a stabilised market. Everybody
would then know exacily what amount would
be taken each ycar, aud this would be for
the bencfit of those who are genuinely en-
gaged in the business, rather than of those
who are in it to-day and out of it to-morrow,
We thought of the possibility of pooling the
sandalwood, of getting all those together who
were in the trade. We found that the same
position regarding the Mexican dollar would
also apply to the trade. If we could not get
a sale at the other end, we could not enforece
a definite price here. When it was proposed
to issne permits under the Forests Aet, de-
putations protested against the proposal, and
eventually the Government yielded, Those in-
terested said, ‘‘If you are not satisfied with
a rovalty of 3s. make it £2 a ton.”? We ad-
opted that suggestion, This has yielded =z
matter of over £30,000 in extra revenne to
the State. Not long after this, the boom
burst. 1 foretold that it would, breauss
China was taking more than her normal re-
quirements. The same people immediately
came along and said the £2 a ton royalty was

I will
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erippling them, and that the sandalwood get-
ter was starving, They asked us to reduce
the royalty to something approaching the
previous amount. This showed that so long
as the conditions, that had prevailed during
the last 50 years, continued, we should never
get any result by fixing a definite royalty and
allowing trade to continue as it had done in
the past. We resisted this last claim, T
told the deputation that if we reduced the
royalty to £1 a ton the getter would not get
a threcpenuy bit out of it, but that the trader
would get it all. The trader has to buy at
the minimum amount he ean induee the potter
to sell at, plus royalty and freight. Tf we
took £1 off the royalty it would mean £1 off
the returns to the getter. The getter has been
reeeiving from £8 to £10 a ton for wood, and
has paid freight and royalty out of that, It
ig impossible to cart sandalwood 80 miles to
a siding, pay the freight, say, from the Mur-
chison to Fremantle at £2 158, a tom, and
make a living at the game. This is what the
getter has had to put up with during the
last 12 months because of the attitude ad-
opted by a few. About six months ago ex-
actly the same sort of agitation arose.

Mr, Stubbs: From the same people?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. It
came from exaetly the same quoarters, from
those who were opposed to the scheme of the
Government. »

Hon. W. C. Angwin: JIs that not mnatural
when you are taking away their business?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Does the
hon. member stand up for half o dezen peo-
ple as against hundreds?

Hon. P, Collier: But the aobjection came
from all the getters.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: No, it did
not.

Hon. P. Collier: It did. I had letters from
nearly every petter in the State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Too fre-
quently the getter is confused with the store-
keeper or the teamster.

Hon. P. Collier: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
had this question inquired into by a forest
ranger, who came into contaet with the men
who are pulling the bush. They admitted
they knew nothing about the matter exeept
that they are pulling the trecs, cleaning off
the bark, and taking the wood to the siding.

Hon. P. Collier: Nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A man
the hon. member knows, and whom I knew
in Kalgooriie, is a sandalwood getter on the
Great Western railway. T saw him not long
ago coming in with a load on a camel team.
He said, **What is the strength of this busi-
ness of granting 2 monopoly to semeone to
take our sandalwood?’’ T said, ‘“What is
your ifdea of the matter?’’ and he replied,
‘“From what I am told you propose to give
onc man the right to take our sandalwoed,
and we shall be out of a job.”” I gaid, ‘‘How
did you hear that? I did not say it.”” He
said, ** What is the strength of the position,”’
and T replied, ‘*What are you getting to-
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day?’’ His answer was, ‘T am petting a
good price to-day. I am quite satisfied. I am
getting £14 a tonm on rails.”’ T then said,
“*Who pays your freight??!, and he replied
that he did. I said, ‘* How much does it cost
you,’’ and he answered, ‘*£2 13s. plus, 2s.
bandling charges at Kalgoorlie.’’ I ther
eaid, ‘*Who pays the royalty of £2 a ton to
the Government,’’ and when he replied that
he did, I pointed out that thizs left him £9
5s. a ton nett for his wood. I then said,
‘“Buppose you got £15 a ton at siding; what
would you think?’’ He replied, ‘‘Let them
come at it to-morrow. I am wanting it badly,
God knows.’’ 'There never has been a pro-
posal on the part of the Government to put
any getter out of business, What they did
propose was that we were, under the terms
of the Forests Act, to grant a permit
which would cnable a man to handle the
sandalwood as the sole sclling agent. The
conditions under which it is proposed to grant
the permit are practically on all fours with
those prevailing to-day in the gale of the
products of the Wyndham Meat Works, We
do not permit the agent to employ any man
at the Wyndham works, or to say what cattle
shall be sold at the works, We simply say
to the agent, ‘“‘There is the output. Place
it on the market, and yon will get your com-
migsion.”” In the ease of sandalwood we
gay, ‘‘Subjeet to your giving the getter a
price that is satisfaetory to him and to us
for his labour, and pay a royalty that is also
satisfactory to us, you can take that sandal-
wood and market it outside Western Austra-
lia,'’

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The position is en-
tirely different from that at Wyndham. Im
the ease of Wyndham you pay a commission
but in this eagse you pay nome.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We ap-
point only one firm to handie the meat.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: But the increased
price goes to the owners of the cattle, and
in this ease it will not go to the getters.

Mr. C. C. Maley: It is giving one man the
cole right to handle the sandalwood.

The MINTSTER FOR MIXES:
handle it, but not to get it.

Mr. Hughes: T seppose he will charge the
Tull price to China.

The MIXISTER FOR MINES: Yes. If
he ean get £530 a ton for it and cireulate that
money in the State. why should he not do it?

Ar. Hughes: But should not the State sell
it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
memher has in mind the creation of a Gov-
ernment monopoly. I have not. T do not
know enourh aboui foreign exchange, and 1

Yes, to

_think the hon. member knows less.

AMr. Hughes:
than you do.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINTSTER FOR MINES:
am correet in what T am saying.

Mr. Hughes: Tt is lik2 all your state-
ments.

Mr. SPEAKER:

Tt is impossible to know less

I think 1

Order!
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Tiw MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have
L1 Gwn o mians upon the matter. It is sug-
gooted wee should ereate o State monopoly.
Wi onerst aot foreet the s:to-ks that are held
in Chipa by traders and werchants, sufficicat
to dut ut Jeast thive yeurs,

Mr. 00 (0 Malev: That would make no dif-
terenee to the arewing of sandalwood in this
econntry,

Tie MINISTER FOR MINES: No. One
way out would ke to nllow China to eat out
huer stoeks during the three years.

Mr, €' . Maley: After all, it is only a
matter of supply anid demand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I wish 1
thoupht s0, for I should not have heen
worrying for the last threc years. Apart
from the extraction of oil from sandalweod
by certain firms here, there is uo uvse for it
in this State. We are in doty bound to get
the last farthing for our taxpayers out of
this eommodity, which is heing taken from
our plantations.

Mr. C. C. Maley: If the sandalwood is not
cut, it will still prow,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But while
the tree is growing, the getter is starving.
We could adopt several methods. We eould
tell the sandalwood getter to starve for the
next three years, until China wanted more
sandalwood, and that it would not matter to
us what became of him. No value would ac-
crue to the State if wa adopted such a course,
when other courses are open to us. We pro-
pose to issue a permit under the terms of the
Forests Aet.  We are doing that regularly.
In order that the purchaser may give us a
good royalty and the getter may get a fair
priee for his labour inm pulling and railing
the sandalwood, we give the permit holder
the sole selling ageney on trucks at Fre-
mantle. He declares what he will pay by
way of royalty, and what he will pay to the
men we employ. He does not employ anyone
in the getting of the sandalwood. Under the
terins of the permit the getters would all be
employed by the authority granting the per-
mit. The permit holder will not employ a
single additional man. If there is a shortage
of sandalwood, he must apply to the Conser-
vator of Forests for additional Jicensea to be
issued. ‘These will be issued to returned sol-
diers or to worn-ont miners. Further, the per-
mit holder will not inferfere with the men
in the forests. He will anpoint agents to pay
cash on delivery on rails at sidings, and de-
duct the amount of freight at Fremantle. He
will then pay to the Governmeat, not to the
getter, the amount of the rovalty reserved
under the terms of the permit. In past years the
State has heen injured to the tune of g
large sum of money by tradera in sandalwood.
I do not sav they have done something for
which they ought to be prosecuted; the re-
sult to them was due to the conditiona of
trade.

Hon. W. C. Angwin. You are putting up a
splendid ease for State trading.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we
were to establish a State monopoly, we would
have to take into account the stoeka aiready
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beld in China.  We would have to keep the
uetters emplayed for three years, aud would
have to wlvanee to them not less than they
pve been getting in the past, and uot less
than they are able to wet uuder free tradin:g,
Untler State traling they would not get any
sreater return for their lal nurs.  The State
wonld have abot €200,000 fied up, with the
pes-ibility of loss during the first five years.
The getter would not reciive any greater
return than  onder  the  conditions we
now  propose  that  the  trade  should
he handled, that i3 wnder permit. Under
this  proposal  the Governuwnt take nro
financial risk at all, and the sandalwood
gotter takes no risk. The sandalwood getter
will receive a better price than he ever got
before, and will receive it during the whale
perion of five years. He will be paid promptly
hy the agent in the distriet where he delivers
sandalweod. He will not have to worry about
paring the toyalty: this will be paid by the
permit heldec.

Mr. Hughes: Tt sonnda like De Garia

The MINTSTER FOR MTNES: Yes; but
there is this differenmce, that the Government
will deliver the goods. Such Leing the case,
there is no risk on the part of the Govern-
ment, and there is no risk on the part of the
sandalwood gmetter. The sandalweod getter
is assured better prices than he ever pre-
viously obtained, and there will he a better
hargain for the State as regards royalty,
which fast alone ought to make it worth our
while to give this proposal a five years’ {rial.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: How can you say the
sandalwood getter has 2 guarantee if the
Chinecse have enough sandalwood for three
years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: By the
time four or five years clapse, the man trad-
ing in sandalwood in this State will have been
cnabled to stabilise the business in China
sufficiently to sell the sandalwood advantag-
eously there, though he may have to sell some
of it at a lower price, At any rate, he is
prepared to take the risk of making the mar-
ket in China.

Ton. W, €. Angwin: Ts there anything in
the agreement to eompel him to buy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. The
conditions of the permit are that the permit
holder shall not take more than 6,000 toas
in any one year. In the first form of tender
we proposed a minimum of 3,000 toms, but
now we have made the minimum 5,000 tons
in order to stabilise the industry and to pre-
vent the sandalwood getters from starving.
The permit holder must take 5,000 tons, or
he fails in his contract with the Government.
Tf he fails, we are in the same position as to-
day. Tf he succeeds, then during the pext
five years the Treasurer of the State, without
a penny of risk, will have received half a
million sterling.

Licut-Col. Denton: Do not the Government
know how much sandalwood is available to-

day?
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No; we do
not. Nebody knows that.
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Mr. Hughes: Is the tenderer putting up
any cash deposit as evidence of good faith, as
guarantee that he will earry on for five years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Oh, yes.
We are not overlooking the small things.

Mr. Hughes: I hope it iz a big deposit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That will
depend largely on the conditions of tender.
The tenderer will buy the permit, not san-
dalwood, and the conditions of the permit
must be complied with. If he fails to com-
ply with the conditions, he loses the right
to purchase sandalwood and dispose of it.
However, such a dilliculty is not likely to
arise. A fair amount of money will have
to be found by the permit holder to tide him
over the first four or five years. Have the
Government, I ask, so much money that they
ean afford to splash it around the coontry
in order to establish an industry which some-
body clsc is prepared to establishd The
Government are wanting money for the pur-
posc of assisting devclopment in many other
directions, DMoreover, our propoesal is not to
hand over the sandalwoed industry for the
term of our natoral lives, bui only for five
years.  As a matter of fact, owing to our
being compelled to hold up the tenders until
this discussion could take place, the State
has already lost £40,000 or £50,000. Tt may
seermn an absurd sort of statement to make,
but it is a fact.

Mr. Munsiec: Yes; the agents are getting
in and buying all they ean before yon put
up your regulations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T know
that is the ease. We ocght not to have taken
any heed of the protestz, but should have ac-
eepted an offer on the day that tenders were
opened. However, we could not do it. There
were  difficnltics  which I eannot mention
here. The meecting of Parliament wns ap-
prozching, and there was a demand by mem-
bers of Parlinment that this matter shounld
be held wp until it cculd be discnssed in the
House. No onc should be regardless of his
regponsibilities in the matter. I am not re-
gardle-s of mine. All sorts of things have
been suggested coneerning me. My friend
from Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) in the course of
a letter spoke of ‘‘the most damnable and
cursed attitude of the Minister for Mines.’’
If this thing means so much to the ecom-
munity, 1 do not object to the use of such
terms, As regards pooling the sandalwood
and putting it up to aretion at Fremantle,
if ever such a course is adopted there will
be sech chaos among the sandalwood getters
that they will be coming to the Minister for
advances on sandalwood at a rate much above
the public auvction rates, merely in order to
prevent them from starving.

Capt. Carter: What would cause such a
chaos?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The fact
of there being ne buyers. The Chinamen are
the only buyers. Recently it was suggested
in the Prees that the Chinamen would come
to Fremantle to buy sandalwood which they
will not require for the next three years.
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The possibility of getting the royalty and
the priees paid oxists only if we get a ten-
derer. © In plain Engligh, it means that the
tenderer must make the Chinamen pay. 1
do not care a twopenny dump about what the
Chinamen pay. They do not eare for us.
They have been exploiting us for 50 years in
this sandalwood business. Of course we can
fix a minimum price, but if that minimom
price i more than the Chinaman feels dis-
posed te pay, he will not buy.

My, 1lughes: He will not Wuy from the
other Tellow.

The MTXNTSTER FOR MINES: What other
fellow ?

Mr. Hughes: This friend of yours, who is
to get the monojaoly.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: This friend
of mine, as the hon. member suggests, will
have to engnge the sandalwood getters. He
will have to lake the timber from them at
the rate of 5,000 tons per annum for the next
five yeurs, The price will be profitable to the
sandatlwood getter, and the royalty will give
the Statc a revenne which it ought to have
heen getting For many years past. I know

there are all sorts of aeccusations hurled
about.
Member: They are not worth noticing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have
had it said of me that [ am a millionaire. No
doubt that is the reason why T have an over-
draft at the bank.

Mr, Ulydesdale:
get that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Kanowna {Hon. . Walker) knows
that when he was Attorney General and 1
was Premier I consulted him concerning alle-
gations made as to what T got out of the
purchase of the trams, out of the contract
for the power bouse, out of the purchase of
the ferries, and out of the Wyndham MMeat
Works. Whon  those -amounts were all
totalled up, they excceded the total of the
contracts.

Mr. Clydesdale:
to yourself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I went
to my banker once and asked him would he
give me an advance on the strength of the
statements made eoncerning me. He said
that unfortunately he knew too much about
my affairs. Al I amm worrying about is that
the conditions under which sandalwoed has
becu pot here for years past have robbed
the State of revenue and the sandalwood
getter of a degent living. The methods now
proposed, in connection with these tenders,
may be detrimental to five or six traders in
sandalwood, who, however, claim that with
them sandalwood is only a side line. It is
true that these five or six traders will suffer,
but they will not suffer any mor: than a
man  whose erchard becomes affected with
disease, and who on that account has to start
afresh, The arrangement I suggest will he
hotter for the Treasury of the State and
better for the sandalwood getter, and T ecare
not what the aceusations hurled at me in the

How did you manage to

Tf you got if, yon kept it
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wmatter may be: I osay that T am in duty
bound, as the trustee of the people, to do
what I coneeive is best in the interests of
the people.

Mr. Clydesdale: How many firms in this
State are now dealing exclusively in sandal-
wood?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think there is a single one.

Capt. Carter: What about the corporate
firm?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is a
corporate firmi, 1 know. But I know of no
sondalwood agent who handles sandalwood
alone.

Capt. Carter: There is a firm covering
about 79 per cent. of the getters.

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: The hon.
member is confusing the sandalwood getter
with the storekeeper and the teamster. The
sandalwood getter i8 the man who pulls the
tree and gets the bark off. He is the man
who has been fleeced »car in aud year out,
In many cases he is not now in a position to
come in to Lhe head of ihe line, because he
has been getting so small u price that he has
to stay in the bush and live on tinned dog.
The arrangement I propose will enable that
man te have a decent living, So far as 1
am personally concerned, 1 would not have
the slightest hesitation at this moment in
eompleting the arrangement I proposc, be-
enuse I believe that the result for me would
be that T should get, not, as has been sug-
gested, the abuse of the sandalwood getter,
but a pretty satisfaetory testimonial in less
than three years, and an inquiry why T had
not made this arrangement 10 years ago. I
know better than anvone else what will be
coming to the sandalwood getter, This ar-
rangencnt means prosperity to him.  When
a tender las been accepted, the trouble will
only ecommence, for the renson that it will be
so profitable to be a sandalwood getier that
we shall have numberless claims from all
sorts of people desirous of following that
calling, and so I shall have the greatest diffi-
celty in preveuling many pecple from getting
licenses.

Mir. Clydesdale: There will be a chance
for memkbers after the election.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Outside
the question of price, there are the eonditions.
Let me assurc the House that the prices of
tenderers are satisfactory from the point of
view of royalty, and also from the point of
view of payment to the sandalwood getter.
Consideration, therefore, should now be con-
centrated on the question of the conditions,
in order to protect the sandalwood getter
and the State as well. What are the condi-
tions proposed? The contracior shall employ
those licensed by the Forests Department and
no one else. Further, we say he shall take
pro rata cither 5,000 tons or 6,000 tons per
annum—the maximom or the minimum
quantitv—on the basis of the comsumption
of sandalwood from the several districts
during the past three years. TUnder that
enndition the contractor cannot choose one
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distriet, take all he requires from there, and
at the same starve the getters in other dis-
tricti, He has to take his supplies pro-rata
from cach disirict so thas the getters w:ll
continue operating and have the same
opportunities as during the past three years.
We reserve the right to take the roois so
that we can extravt sandalwood oil loeally
amd put that eommodity on the markets of
the world. We are prepared to make a con-
tract with a manufacturer so that we ean
give the sandalwood getters o Dbetter price
for the rovts uncleaned, than they have re-
cveived previously for clean sandalwood. 1n
the past, the getter has not been able to
dispose of the roots at all.  Under the
arrangement we propose, the getter ean puli
the tree, bark it, cut off the roots unbarked
and  place them on trucks, and for those
roots he will get, as 1 have alrcady stated,
a hotter price than he reccived for the clean
sandalwood in the past. That is all
““bunce’’ to the getters. On our side we
will get the oil from roots that was pre-
vionsgly lest., We shall market the roots
lecally with a distilling works. TUnder this
arrangement the getters will be assored a
better priee and a hetter deal al) round.
Mr. Heron: When will that start from#%
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Right
from the beginning of the contract. Then
again, there is provision that a minimum of
400 tons or a maximum of 500 tons shall be
procured each month., We will also proviae
for the exelnsion of the ‘‘week-enders,*’
who came in and robbed the sandalwood
getters. We may be asked where the pros-
pectors will come in under this arrangement.
We propose that, in addition to what I have
already stated, 730 tons per annum will be
reserved for distribution by the Mines De-
partment amongst genuine  prospectors.
Those men in the past have been accustomed
to go out and get sandalwood, thus fll-
ing their tucker hags. This arrangement in
their interests will mean that £10,500 per
annum will be put into the tucker bags of
the prospectors of the State.
Mr. Heron: Do you know how many
prospectors were concerned previously?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, not
off hand. There are some who call them-
selves sandalwood getters. Tt will not
affeet them, for they ean continue as in the
past. It will mean that 750 toms will be
eet  aside for those who are gepuine
prospectors. When we get applications from
prospectors, we will give them the right te
take a portion of that reserved quantity,
In any case, it means that the prospectors
will get that £10,500 after paying royalty
and freight as well. That alone should be
worth something Lo the State. Are we, in
the interests of four or five individuals who
trade only ecasually in sandalwood, to re-
frain from adopting a course which will give
the results T have indicated? Then we pro-
pose, in the event of a shortage in applica-
tions, to give preference to worn-out miners
who have been taken out of the mines under
the provisions of the Miners’ Phihisis Act.
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Thus we will give them an opportunity to
engage in a healthy, profitable employment
at a tine when they eannot any longer carry
on their occupations as miners.

Non. W. ¢, Angwin: You can always do
that under w permit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.

Hon, W, (. Aagwin: Whether there is n
monopoly or not.

The MUNISTER FOR MINES: There is
no monopoly about it. The hon. member
will insist that there is a monopely. 1 say
there is not a monopoly.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: All right, go on!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The man
taking the contract is in the hands of the
Conservator of Forests and of the Govern-
ment.

My, Davies: It will he all right for tbe
gatters,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
future there may be a cry regarding the

monapoly in the hands of the getters. [n.

addition we reserve the right fo license
worn-out miners and injured returned
soldiers. We reserve the right to take a

limited gquantity of sandalwood in addition
to the roots, for the purpose of distilling
sandalwood eil. That will be at a price
that will be satisfactory. The Government

never had any other intention than to get .

a fair return by way of royalty-and a fair
price to the getter. We did not anticipate
securing anything like the price we can get.
At the same time we impose conditions so
that the workers will be assured of some
stability in their oceupation, as well as a
living wage. Is it a fair thing that because
all sorts of suggestions are made and tbere
is talk about a2 monopoly, we should lose all
these advantages, merely in the interests of
four or five traders? If hon. memhbers view
the position fairly and calmly, they can
come to no other conclusion with these facts
before them, than that the Government have
no right to dally any further before con-
cluding an agreement along the lines I have
suggested.

Mr. Teesdale: And the pullers’ interests
are protected by the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
they are.

My, Teesdule: And they do not have to
fight the contractor?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They witl
have nothing whatever to do with him,

Mr., Tecsdale: And the getters will be in a
betier position than they were in beforel

The MINISTER TOR MINES: That is so.

Mr. MeCallum: 8it down and let the mem-
ber for Roebourne make the speech for you!

My, Hughes: You have not told us what
deposit will he put up.

The MINISTER FOR AMINES: It is not
a question of what the contractor will put
up, but what we say he shall put up.

AMr. Mughes: And what is that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What we
say it chall he,

Mr. Hugies: 18 it set out in the tender?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: No con-
tract will be accepted unless the interests
of the Stute as well as of the sandalwood
gotters are protected. Sureiy hou, memmbers
will be prepared te admit that we will not
take the responsibility of aceepting aoy-
thing unless all interests are properly pro-
tected in the contract.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. Corboy: You need not worry about the
eontract being dropped, once it is sceured.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It may be
said that we asked that a deposit of £1,000
should be put up. It was thought we should
make the deposit higher, 1In that cagse we
would shet out, it was contended, a number
of traders who were anxious to participate,
but could not raise a larger deposit. I could
not see that, becauze ¥ eontend that a com-
pany thut cannot face a deposit of more than
£1,000, would not be regarded as suitable to
be given such a contract. In order to meet
that objection, hewever, I gave everyone a
fair field and let all come in, The variation
in prices submitted by way of royalty and
payment to the getters would astonish hon.
members. For my part, I certainly was as-
tonished.

Mr. Hughes: It shows what a good thing
this monopoly will be for those who get it.

Mr. A. Thomson: Better for the State.

Mr. Teecsdale: What about the puller too?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member seems concerned about the monopoly,
If he iikes te regard it as such, even then
would he objeet to the Government making
this selling agency available so that the com-
modity might be disposed of outside Western
Australia and by this means seewrc for that
commodity, which we de¢ not make use of
loeally, £500,000 within five years? Is it not
worth while bringing that money into the
State?

Mr. MeCallum: That is not an answer io
the question, )

Mr. Hughes: Why caunot we have it all

Mr, Teesdale: You can’t do it.

Mr. Hughes: YWhy should not the State
have it, instead of a monopoly being given
to a private individuai?

The MINISTER T'OR MINES: Now the
wmemher for East Perth changes his ground.

AMr, Hughes: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He prac-
tically asked why we should not set np a
State monopoly.

Ar, MeCallum: You are side-stepping the
wlole point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am very
sorTY.

Mr. MeCallum: So are we.

Mr, Hughes: Your faotwork is heautifini.

Han. P. Collier: You are jazzing all round
the peint.

The MTNISTER TOR MINES: The mem-
her for South Fremantle (Mr. Me('allum)
wvants me to answer the question, What is
it?
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Mr, McCallum: You are making the specch
I will have something to say later on.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for kast Pertir asked why the State
should not get the lot.

Mr. Hughes: I asked why we should not
get the lot, without ereating a private mou-
opely. Why should not the State step im,
handle the sandalwoed, and sell direet to
China?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then the
kon, member wants us to create a State mon-
opoly.

Mr. MceCiallum: That was not the quostion
put to you at the start,

Mr. Munsie:  In any case, why should not
the Government do that rather than give the
trade to a private individual¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely the
question put by the member for East Perth
suypgests a State monopoly. e asks why the
State cannot take the sandalwood from the
geiter, market it in China, and get the full
benefit of the trade. If Parlinment desires
that eoarse to be adopted, let that decision be
made and I suppose that course will have to
be followed. Parliament will not agree te
any such thing on iy advice or with my con-
currence, because T know the dangers con-
pected with the business. It is not merely
a matter of selling sandalwood, hut of trad-
ing generally. Whatever a man buys to sell
in China, hefore he can do business he has
to make sure that he secures a return in
British money. TUnless he can do that by
trade, he will not get the same return.

Mr. Pickering: That is the poiat.

Capt. Carter: And he requires a big trad-
ing concern to do it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0. He has to establish his operations for
the first 12 months at least. He can do that
only by mecans of big trading concerns in
China. .

Mr. Lntey: If you corner the whole of the
sandalwood, the Chinese will have to come
here to buy it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we ere-
ated a Staie monopoly, we could dispose of
the sandalwood only by turning the returns
into British sovereigns, We would have to
face the fluctuations of the market, which are
marked. Tt wonld be a totally different pro-
position if' the eontract were let and the risk
had to be shouldered by a private trader.
The reserves of sandalwood in China are so
great that the Government would be foolish
to have anything to do with that business,
It would be better to adopt the arrangement
T have ontlined and thus retain in the State
to assist development, the money, which
would be necessary to fix the trade in China.
If we did that, in addition to foster.
ing loeal industries, we would secure at least
half a million pounds within five years, and
we would not be taking a risk in the business,
If at the end of five years we found the so-
ealled monopoly was detrimental to the State,
we could put an end to it. We could then
ercate a State monopely. Let us rather give

a trial to the proposal, which will be of ad-
vantage to the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: They hase
had a fifty years” trial on the other line,

The MINISTER FOR MIANES: Ii is sug-
gested that a goed thing would be made out
of the monopoly. If that is so, why has not
the getter been given a better deal in the
past? On the otber band, the Chinamen have
received all the benefit. We should protect
our own people rather thun give all the ad-
vautage to the Chinese.

AMr. Pickering: That is the rcal point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey) asks
why we should not cornmer the sandalwood
busingss, and force the Chinese to come hers
and buy our commodity. To do that would
involve stacking between 12,000 and 18,000
tons of sandalwood at Fremantly, and we
would not realise on that for some three

years to come. The Chinese will not
buy sandalwood, seving that they have
a surplvs that has heen beilt up for

gote time past. The State would have to find
the money necessary to get the timber and
stack it at Fremantle. We would have to face
that exjenditure to enable the getter to make
a living. On the other hand, if we adopt the
conrse I have outlined, we ean get a good re-
turn and a fair deal for the getter withoit
the State having to do anything cxeept send
out railway trucks along some side lines. In-
stead of paving out moncy, we will reccive
something for our sandalwood. In the cir-
cumstances there ean be no question about
the desirability of proceeding on the lines
proposed by the Government. More ecould
be said about developing the trade in sandal-
wood, Dbut that does not concern us
very much unless Parliament should decide
to go into the business as a monopolist, buy-
ing the sandalwood here and selling it in
China, Aflter careful consideration I Lave
no hesitation in saying that with proper

permit  conditions the sandalwood getter
will be entirely protected, and we shall
be able to assure to him a certain
market, and continuity of employment
at satisfactory priees, while the State
will get something like fair recompense
for a commodity belonging to the State.

For years past have I thought there must
be a ygreat deal in sandalwood if pro-
perly handled, hut I confess that never at
any time had I any idea of the value dis
closed by some of those tenders. We should
he acting the part of lunatics tn refuse to
grasp an opportonity such as is presented to
us. Somchody once asked what guarantee
had we that the Chinaman would go on buy-
ing sandaiwood if the price were made too
high.,

Mr. Harrison: The past is the pguarantee
for the future.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
guarantee, but I know that sandalwood can
be raised enormonsly in price and stili he
very much cheaper than is tobaceo in Aus-
tralia. Customs duties have been, piled on
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tobacco, manufacturers have piled up its
price, and still there is more smoked in Ans-
tralia to-day than ever bkefore. Yet there
is no religious flavour about the consumption
of tobacco. ‘e can much easier deo without
tobaeco than ean the Chinaman without his
sandalwood. There is no possible chance of
the Chinpman going without sandalwood to
burn in his Joss-houses.

Me. Chesson: To insvre that, you require
to kecp the missionaries away from him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They may
spoil the market in time, but I do not think
they will make muceh faroad on it during the
next five years. Acecording to his wealth will
the Chinaman continue to buy sandalwoed,
brt T hope that in future the price he will
have to pay for it will be more in keeping
with its eeconomie value. It is quite certain
that if the Chinaman were selling ns sandal-
wood he would make us pay ten times as
mueh ns we are asking from him. It is an
cntircly different proposition from creating
a monopoly in a commodity required by our
own Jcople.  Sinee the so-cailed monopoly
is to enable a product of Western Australia
to be sold outside of Australia at an inereaged
price, it is an altegether desirable monopoly.
Call it what we may, the fact remains that
the proposal will hurt nobody in the State,
extept perhaps a few persons running sandal-
wood as a side line, wherens not only the
sandalwood getter but the taxpayer also will
be greatly benefited. I repeat, it cannot be
claimed that the proposal will be prejudieial
to ovr own people, whatever its effect may
Le on the Chinaman, ahout whom I am not
concerned, believing as I do that charity be-
gins at home.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [8.33]: The Minister has overlooked
an egsential point. If I were a Minister and
suggested for a moment that we should inter-
fere with the general trade of the community,
T should have every member opposite in arms
against me,  The Minister forgets that we
have in this sandalwood business in Western
Avstralia men who have assisted to build uwp
the trade, who have expended their money in
getting trade in China and elsewhere.  Yet
the Government mow propese -to put those
men out of the sandalwood business, 1
depreeate that. Ewven if all the persons at
present in the Lusiness were allowed to carry
on, there wonld be nothing to prevent the
Government from colleeting the proposed in-
ercased royalty, nor would there be anything
to prevent the sandalwood pullers from get-
ting the proposed iverease in price.

The Minister for Mines: It would be quite

impossible.

Mr. Pickering:
ereased royalty?

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: They would have
to. What wonld be said if the Minister for
Works seriowsly proposed that all exported
hewn sleepers shonld be sent through him3
Yet the same provisions apply.

Would they pay the in-
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The Premier: No, sleepers go all over the
world, whereas sandalwood goes to China
only.

]-)Ion. W. C. ANGWIN: The samo provi-
sifins apply, because the hewer ean work only
under n permit from the IMorests Department.

Mr, Underwood: There is no anulogy be-
tween sleepers and sandalwood.

llon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes there is, be-
cause the hewer cannot carry out his work
without a permit from the Forests Depart-
tment, and the sawe provigion will bind the
sandalwood getter. I admit that only one
country is a purchaser of sandalwood. Still,
for many vears past this business has heen in
the hands of severnl firms who in the first
instanee had to spend a good deal of money
to build up their connections. The Minister
must admit that.

The Minister for Works: They must have
made a lot of money out of it since.

AMr. Underwood: They have got it all
hack, and more,

The Minister for Mines: Much depends
upon whether they were legitimate traders,
or mercly acting as agents.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The Minister
[ointed out that dealers in sandalwood can-
not confine themselves to sandalwood.

Mr, Pickerinp: HMHe said they did econ-
fing themselves to sandalwood,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No, he said they
had to build wp ether eonncctions, and that
it woull eost £200,000. Now, what is the
position? The Government propose to hand
over this trading monopoly, not to a com-
pany with a eapital of £200,000, which the
Minister suys is necessary, but to a company
with a wnominal capital of £30,000, and a
paid up eapital of only £3,000. ’

The Minister for Mines: It does not follow
that they have no other capital. How mueh
did D¢ Garis have when he gtarted Ken-
denup, and how much did he get afterwards?

Hon, W. C. ANGWTIN: I was a little sur-
prised that any proposition for a monopoly
should eome from the Minister and his col-
leagrues.

The Minister for Mines:
position for a monopoly.

Hon. W. {. ANGWIN: The Minister has
cndeavoured to convince us by side issues.
He has appealed for the sandalwood getter,
for the soldicr, and for the worn-out miner.
To all of those the same conditions would
apply whether there was one firm or a dozen
iun the trade.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Yes, hecause the
rermits of pulling will have to be granted by
the Torests Department.

The Minister for Mines: What are you
proposing ?

Hon., W. . ANGWIN: I would not pre-
some to propose; I merely suggest that if
the Government uare not getting sufficient
royalty they should raise the royalty until it
soems to them suffieient; while if the gotter
is not making suflicient, they should fix the
price to be paid to him.

There is no pro-
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The Premier: Why didn’t you do it when
you were in office?

The Minister for Mines: Suppose you did
that, and the pullers could not get any work
at the price?

Mr. Underwoord:
scttlement.

flon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tbe Minister said
that if the selling were not put exclusively
in the hands of ene eompany there would be
po  purchaser tor the sandalwood, for the
reason that (he Chinaman has large stocks
on lhand.  Suppese after the agreement is
entered into—there is noe agreement for the
scHing price—the Chinaman says ‘‘I am not
going to purchase at that price’’; could he
not say it as well to one individual as to
the five? Are not the stecks the same,
whether there be one person or a dozen in
the trade?

The Minister for Mines:
minimum.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then the Ministes
anid that Ly having this onc sole agency as
seller, it will mean half a million to the
Treasury in the five years,

The Minister for Mines: I said State, not
Treasury.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: You said the Trea-
sury would gain half a million of money.

The Minister for Mines: No, L said the
State.

Put them on a group

He must take his

[The Speaker resumed the Chair. |

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This firm that is
ie have the sole agency has to purchase a
minimum of 5000 tons per apnum, on which
a rovalty of £10 per ton has to be paid.
That means in five years, not balf a million,
but £250,000. I ask members to weigh the
other words of the Minister,

The Minister for Mines:
he has te pay?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: A royalty of £10
on 5,000 tons for five years means £250,000,
not £300,000.

The Minister for Mines: [ did not say
fto the Treasury.’’ I said, ‘*to the State.’”

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister said,
““to the Treasury.’’

Mr. Corboy:  He certainly inferred the
Treasury.

The Minister for Mines:
State.”?

Hon, M, ¥, Troy:
mean the Treasury.
Mr, Corboy: Evervhody understood it.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Minister turned
round to the Premier when he made the
statement.

The Minister for Mines: T am telling
you now it will go to the State,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Then the Minister
made a mistake.

The Minister for Mines:
mistake.

Hon. W. . ANGWTIN: The Minister tried
to make a stfbng argument of the statement
that there wanld be no finaneial risk to the
State: the CGovernment would take no risk

What do you say

T said ‘“the

We understood vou to

T did not make a
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whatever, When the agreement is signed the
getter will receive o certain amount per ton
and a certain royalty will be paid by the
agent, 1t the stocks arc held and any losses
are ineurred, the Gevernment will run no risk
whatever. That is the Minister's argument,
Woull there be any risk to the Government
if the firms in the business to-day continued
under the saume conditions? Where would
that invelve any risk to the Government?

Mr, Teesdale: There would not he a guar-
anteed price to the puller if six people were
cutting into it.

Hon. W_ €. ANGWIN: Yes, there would
be; the Govermment would make the con-
ditions.

The Minister for Mines: You are seriously
suggesting that as a solution, are you?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Parliament has no
right and iz not justifizd in cotting persons
ot of their private business.

Hon. P. Collier: [f the oliject ean be at-
tained withcut doing it.

The Minister for AMines:  That is the
point. .
Hon. I'. Collier: Phe Minister spoke for

an hour and a half and eonld not show it.

The Minister for Mines: You take the re-
sponsibility of applying that and see how it
works out.

Hen, W, €. ANGWIN: A few years ago
we passed a FPorests Acet. Was any attempt
then made tc ent out those already in the
business?  Were not their rights and privil-
eges protected?

The PREMIER:
lers of timber.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There was a pro-
vision to protect Millars’ concession and
kusiness. [ could quite understand o pro-
posal of this kind emanating frem my side
of the House. We maintain that the public
should have full control, ang we can get con-
trol without handing this businegs over to
one individual. That is the sore point with
us.  We are satisfied that the Government
shouldl protect the sandalwood getter and
that the Gevermmnent should receive the re-
venue they are entitled to, but we object to
ane individunl or company having a monopoly
of any product cf the State and heing
granted the monopoly to the detriment of
other persong in the Stato.

The Minister for Mines:
other persons in the State.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: There are other
persons who for ycars have been trading in
sandalwood.

The Minister for Mines: What did they
care about the getter wher the conditions
did not suit them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are in pre-
cizsely the same position ns everyene else. I
avree with the Minister in his statement that
thiex earry on the purehase of sandalwood as
a side line, kut other compunies do the same
thing. The Minister. during the latter por-
tion of his sjcech, admilted that even this
eompany woukl have to carry on other husi-
resy with the sandalwood arenev. The Min-
ister drew a ccmparison with the Wyndham

The hewers, not the sel-

There are no
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Meat Works. He said it was noposed to act
just the same, and that the Governmenh
would have a sole agent just as they bhad a
sole agent for Wyndham meat. But look at
the difference between the two arrangements!
The agent for Wyndham meat is paid a com-
misgion. Any inecrcased priee received when
the meat is aold goes to the grower.

The Premier: He takes no risk.

Heon, W. C. ANGWIN: Cowmmission ngents
seldom takc risks. There is no risk here.
If the agent does not sell anything, he does
not get paid. If he sells, he geta his proper
commission. If the agent for the meat gets
an incrensed price, the increase goes to the
grower, but with regard to sandalwood the
sole agent would be able to Jimit the supply.
He would not be compelled to get more than
3,000 tons a year, and he could obtain the
highest price possible in the Chinesc market.
He may not get a high price for the first
year or two Dbecause the Minister informs us
big stocks are held in China, When the
sole agent does reap a high price, where will
it go? Will it go inte the pockets of the
getiers? Will it go te the Government in in-
creased royalty? No, it will go inte the
pocket of the agent.

The Premier: Then let the getter take
what he has had in the past.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier’s in-
terjection a while ugo was uot to the point.

The Premier: What did 1 say¥

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier asked
why we did not alter things when we were in
office. We have been out of office for seven
years. Why has not the Premier increased
the royalty and protected the interests of the
State during the period he has been in office?

The Premier: We did increase the royalty.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: By only a very
gmall amount. )

The Minister for Mines: And they have
been at us to reduce it again.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:

natural,

The Premier:
did not know.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier did
not say that just now. I contend that we
should maintain these people in their business.

That ia only

You did nof know, and we

We are not justified in taking their business -

rights from them. We should not repudiate
the business rights they have built up, Im-
pose the same charges on them and make
them comply with the same conditions with
regard to the getters and the royalty. Bay to
them, ¢ These are the prices you have to pay;
this is what you have to pay the State. If
you cannot earry on, that is your own coen-
cern.’’ Then, if they dropped out, the Gov-
ernment could not he blamed. But for the
Government to say these people must drop
this portion of their business—well, there is
not a man on the Government side of the
House who, similarly affected, would not com:
plain,

The Minister for Mines: We have the right
to decide who shall sell our goods.

{ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, W. U, ANGWIN: Sandalwood is use-
less while it is in the paddock.

The Minister for Mines: Of course it is.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: The Government
issue 4 permit for it to be gathered, but they
now say that while they are entitled to a
certain royally, they will permit oaly one
jerson to deal with it.

Mr. Mann: Everyone had an eqoal right
in tendering.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Government
have no right to make it a monopoly. Do
the Government, when they offer permits in
the timber industry, call for tenders?

The Premicr: Yes, permits are put op to
tender,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The royalty is fixed
hy regulation.

The Minister for Mives: No, it is not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It used to be.

The Minister for Mines:  Tenders are

¢alled with an upset royalty. We take the
highest.
Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: But the person

holding the selling right of sandalwood will
have the selling right for the whele of the
State,

The Minister for Mines: There is no sell-
ing in the State,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: It will not matter
if the sandalwood comes from the far North-
West——

The Minister for Mines: The North-West
is excluded from the permit.

Mr. Mungie: Because there is no sandal-
wood up there.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Yes, there is some
very good sandalwood not far from Derby.

Mre. Tecsdale: Some of the best in the
State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T understand it is
of very high grade.

Mr. Teesdale: Everything in the North is
of high grade.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But I understand
the quantity is not great. The Minister
pointed out ‘that a lot of the sandalwood
would come from the Murchison, from the
Eastern Goldficlds, and from the Trans-Aus-
tralinn railway; it covers the greater portion
of the State but, when dealing with timber
liecenses, only a small area is granted.

. Mr. Pickering: There is only a small area
of timber.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN:
area of timber,

The Minister for Mines: There is not very
much sandalwood. '

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I admit there is not
a preat deal. At Fremantle to-day, however,
stacks of sandalwood may be seen. Whyt

The Minister for Mines: Beeause we have
created o fictitious market. Up to the time
tenders were called, getters were netting £7
per ton; to-day they arc netting £9 5s. If
we decided definitely not to accept a tender,
the getters would again receive £7 per ton.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I disamree with that
entirely,

The Minigter for Mines: I am sure of it,

There is a large
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Hou. W, 1, ANGWIN: How could the get-
ters 1oveive &7 o ton it the Government fixed
the amevat and the cowditions ?

The Mimwster for Mines: Then they would
it nothing beeapse they would be out of
work,

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: And the samo
would apply under the conditions proposed
by the .linister.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. W, ¢!, AXGWIX: The Minister said
£200,04.0 would be needed to stand out against
the Cline-e market.

The Minister for Mines: For us to do it,
that wwount would Le required.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister in-
formed ug that China had three years’ sup-
ply of sandalweod. The company will re-
quire this money to fight the Chinese, If we
had a dozen selers in the market, would not
they be better abic to financially resist the
action of the Chinese than one company with
a nominal eapital of £30,0007

Mr. Pickering: But most of the sellers are
Clincse.

Hon. P. Collier: No, they are not.

The Minister for Mines: If ome company
had contrel of the sandalwood, no one else
could supply it

Mr. Pickering: There are Chinese agents,
too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not koow
whether there are Chincse agents or not.
That does not conecern me. What docs con-
cern me is that the getters as well as the
State receive their just dues.

The Minister for Mines: That is whal we
want,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It will all go to
the Chingse, whatever we do. We are not
justified under present conditions in cutting
out of business those who have bnilt up the
trade. They are entitled to claim the pro-
tection of Parliament.

The Premier: We are going to get our
royalties, at all events.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 quite agree.

The Minister for Mines: You take the re-
sponsibility afterwards when the men come
down here out of work. I am warning you.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It would make no
difference on that score.

The Minister for Mines: I know it will.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If one man handles
the sandalwoed he will mever give it up.
China may take 5,000 tons a year only and no
moTe, Once he gets the selling monopoly,
he will work the conditions so as to charge
a price considerably above what he has to
pay for the wood.

The Minister for Mines: And at the end of
five years he will have established a fine mar-
ket for us.

Mr. Money: Tt will mean more money
bhronght into the State.

Tfon. W. C. ANGWIN: Let not the hon.
membor he sure of that. Monev that comes
into the State throngh the Treasury and
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through the getter will be of advantage to us,
hut 1 deo not say that money received by a
company or an individual will e of advan-
luge to the State.

AMr. Money: Of conrse it is; it wiii be
liable to taxation.

Hon, b. Uollier: He may shift himself out
of the State and so avoid taxation.

Mr. Money: We must make our taxes so
moderate that he will oot shitt out of the
State.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The Minister said
uniess we cntered into this sole agency busi-
ness we should lose all the privileges of the
trdde on account of the bogey of monopoly.

The Miuister for Mines: All the benefits.
1t is a bogey.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He also said, *‘If
it ecan be termed & mounopoly.’’

The Premier: Tt s a manopoly now on the
part ot those who have the trade,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have always un-
derstood that a monepoly is a trade or busi-
ness that is placed in the hands of a single
individual or company, There ecould be a
State monopoly.

Mr. Davies: No State monopoly is harm-
ful.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It might be.

The Minister for Mines: That depends on
whether a monopoly is created on behalf of
the people or against them. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We cannot side-
track the question. The Government say they
propose to make a contract.

The Minister for Mines: A permit.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They propose to
allow one man to be the sole selling agent
on his own hehalf. Tn otber words, they sug-
gest handing the sandalwood of the State to
one man or company. It is possible this wili
act detrimentally to the State.

The Minister for Mines: How?
forget it is my wood.

on. W. (. ANGWIN: It may be a meana
of limiting the number ef getters employed.

The Premier: That is limited now.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, by means of
starvation.

Ton. W. C. ANGWTN: If the Government
and the getter are receiving their fair dues,
what difference does it make whether we sell
5,000 tons or 10,000 tons annually?

The Minister for Mines: You would not
sell either quantity under these conditions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
and the getter wonld be protected. If it
takes so many men to ohtain 5,000 tons a
vear, it will take double the number to ob-
tain 10,000 tons.

The Premier: There is a market for only
6,000 tons.

Hon. W.C. ANGWIN: Beeause of the price
the agent may bring down the output to
3,000 tons.

The Premier: The market has been down
for the last year or so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not much sandal-
woord has heen sold lately.

Do not
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The Minister for Mines: There has been
some selling during the last month or two.
Last wonth the getters lost £30,000.

Mr. Munsie: One firm only is buying. It
will get all back within 24 hours of the con-
tract being signed.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am with the Gov-
ernment in their desire to proteet the getter,
and to see that the State get a Fair royalty
for the sandalwood that is pulled.

The Premier: Come over here.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But T am strongly
opposed to the Government entering into any
monopoly. I am altegether opposed to mon-
opolies. The Govermment are acting wrongly
if they make any attenpt to put out of busi-
ness those who have spent years in building it

up.

Mr. Teesdaic: They have not done much
for the getter. They paid me £9 a ton at
Bullfinch, The proposals of the Government
wonld at least mean a guarantee of a flat
rate and a continuity of work for the getter.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Government
eould make the conditions such as I have sug-
gested, and enforee the ncecssary guarantees.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is not a guar-
antec,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: If the traders will
not pay the price there will be no purchases.

Mr, Teesdale: And the men will be ont of
work.

Hon. W. C.
market.

The Minister for Mines: The market will
be set np by the permits.

Mr. Teesdale: And five years’ work will
be guarantecd.

Hon. W._ 0. ANGWIN: Evidently the hon.
member has nof listencd earcfully to the
Minister’s speech.

Mr. Tecesdale: T did tisten earefully.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
will have his opportunity Iater.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister said
there would be a minimum output of 5000
tons a year. Does he realise that?

Mr, Teesdale: Yes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Is it not possible
the agent would make that the maximum
output?

Mr. Teesdale: I recognise the juggling
that has been done up fo now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
really knows no more about the matter than
1 do. Both he and the Premier said they
were not aware of the position, though they
know it now. Are we justified in doing mun
out of a business they have spent years in
building up? They have all been in the
same boat.

The Minister for Mines: They will all be
in the samec position.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Tf members on thiy
side of (he House had been cngaged in buy-
ing sandalwood under conditions that were
not benecfieial to the State and the getter,
and one of them reccived the position of
sole selling agent, the others would all be
in the same hoat.

ANGWIN : If there is no

[ASSEMBLY ?

The Minister for Mines: If you are pre-
pared to pay the highest price, why should
you not be permitted to do so?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: We are opposcd
to i@ moneopoly.

The Minister for Mines:
monopoly.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: W are opposed to
handing over the trade to a sole agent.,

Mr. Teesdale: They have all had their
chance. It will go to the highest tenderer.

The Premier: T do not care so long as we
get our money.

Hon. W. C,
want.

The Premicr: Show ns how to get it.

Mon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have already
told the Minister.

The Premier: No.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Impose the con-
ditions that will govern the trade,

The Minister for Mines: But you will not
have to angwer for them. We have to do
so. It would not pan eout at all beneficially.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That is mecre
supposition.

The BMinister for Mines: I know upon
whom they would come.

Hon., W, €, ANGWIN: Each trader coult
then sell a smaller quantity.

Mr. Money: Then why has this arrange-
ment not been made in the past?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier said
he did not know the pesition and that it
has only lately been discovered.

The Minister for Mines: The Chinese
have been doing this for years. It has taken
us 50 vears to wake up to the position.

Hou. W. ¢, ANGWIN: This is the first
time Parliament has been requested to drive
people out of business. If any member of
the House was placed in a similar position,
and was about to have his business of years
taken away from him, there would be the
strongest possible objection raised by us all,

This is not a

ANGWIN: That is all we

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [9.12]: One¢ or
two phases of the matter have not yet been
touched upon by the Minister. 1 have great
objection to the granting of a nonopoly,
whether for sandalsvood or anything clse. I
have a still greater objeetion to the grone-
ing of a monopoly behind the back of Par-
Hament. Why has the Minster gone out-
side the terms of the motion? He painted
a glowing picture of the getter and the
Treasury if thiz eontract is let,

Mr. Corboy: He painted black white.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the peosition is all the
Minister claimed fer it, what is wrong with
the motiong TIf there is nothing behind all
this why should it not be carried?

The Minister for Mincs: You cannot pro-
duce papers when you call for tenders unless
you accept one or other of them.

Mr., MUNSTE: The Government have ne
right to aceept a  tender graniing a
mounopoly of any of the products of the
State without parliamentary sanction.

The Minister for Minea: That is all right.
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Mr. MUNSIE: And without Parliament
wnowing what they are doing. The Minister
nvites me to go to his office to see the
sapers and the econditions of tender, what
the individuals are prepared to quote as a
royalty, and what they are willing to pay
the getter. I do net intend at any time to
go to his office to get information of this
kind conveved to me privately. If I ob-
tained the information I should feel bouna
to treat it as confidential, whereas all the
time I should be wanting to give it pub-
lieity.

Mr. Money: Would people tender if they
thought everything was to he made pubhe
beforchand?

Mr. MUNSIE: The intention is to let the
rontract first and make cverything public
afterwards. That is not the way to deal
with the busginess of the State.

The Minister for Mines: What?

Mr. MUNSIE: When the Government
were denling with the question of the hard-
wood timber trade, and the condiliens te be
imposed upon the individuals engaged in if,
the first thing they did was to bring down
the Forests Bill so that the whole subject
zoull  be discussed? The House dis
sussed the Bill in all its bearings, many
pf +which are similar to these of this
sandalwood business, though therc is to
ne only one purchaser of sandalwood, whereas
sur hardwoods are open to the purchasers in
all the markets of the world.

The Colonial Secretary:
portant difference.

Mr. MUNSLE: The Minister said a good
Jeal about what the sandalwooed cutter was to
receive, but he said nothing about the size
the cutter was to get. In by far the greatest
proportion of ihe sandalwoed areas of this
3tate, the cutter is better off at £9 per ton
onder existing conditions Lhan he would be
at £15 per ton under the Minister’s new
regulations.

The Minister for Mines: Nonsense!

Mr., MUNSIE: Quite recently the Colonial
Seeretary was on a visit to the Eastern Gold-
felds. On a Sunday morning, when he was
poing from Kalgoorlie to Coolgardie, he and
I were on the Kalgoorlie railway station to-
gether, We walked up and down the plat-
form and examined several trucks of sandal-
wood which had come from Leonora. There
was not half a truck of wood out of the five
full truck loads which would have passed the
regulations proposed by the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: I think you are
guite wrong.

Mr. MUNSIE: At least two-thirds of the
sandalwood that has been landed id Fre-
mantle week after week during the last six
months wonld fail to meet the requirements
of the regnlations in the contract which the
Minister is about to let. And then the Min:
ister talks about the womderful position the
cutter will he in at the new price.

The Minister for Mines: What are the
stipulations?

(20}

That s an im-
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Mr. MUGNSIE: Fourteen and a half inches
in girth at 18 inches from the ground.

The Minister for Mines: Fourteen inches
in eircumference.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.

The Minister for Mines:
meter?

Mr. MUNSIE: I have not gone into that
with absolute aceuracy. Tt is about four
inches, or four and a half inches,

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MUNSTE: The regulation says 14
inches in ecireumnference.

The Minister for Mines: That is uncleaned.
Do not forget that. It is before barking.

Mr, MUNBIE: T will give all that in.

The Minister for Mines: The sandalwood
you saw in the trucks was all cleaned.

Mr. MUNSEE: And what wounld that
average 15 inches from the ground?

The Minister for Mines: Tell me what you
thought it was in circumference when you
saw it in the trucks,

Mr. MUNSIE: A stick
therc might have reached

The Colonial Secretary:
it should be seven inches

Mr. MUNSIE: No. .

Hon. P. Collier: Is the Colonial Secretary
an expert in sandalwood as well as in
mothers’ meetings®

The Colonial Secretary: ¥Yes.

The Minister for Mines: This wood that
you eaw, was it three inches in diameter?

Mr. MUNSIE: An odd astick of it was,

The Minister for Mines: I saw several
truck loads of sandalwood to-day, and I do
not think there was a stick that was not
three inches in diameter, which is the size
ive want.

Mr., MUNSIE: Have you altered the
regulations in that respect?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: The regulations which have
been published do not previde for a diameter
of three inches.

The Minister for Mines: I have the regu-
Tations in fromt of me.

Mr, MUNSIE: All members on this side
of the House, at all events, have had to talk
about sandalwood on the regulations which
have been published in the Press. Those are
all we have seen. The Minister cannot pro-
duce a regulation which has been published
in the Press and which provides for a dia-
meter of three inches at 14 inches from the
ground.

The Minister for Mines: Fourteen inches
wourld be 12 inches when cleaned.

Mr. MUNSTE: The Minister cannot even
say that such a regulation has been published
in the Press. The Minister this evening has
not said anything at all about the regulatioas
which are to govern the contraet, I wank fo
know something abont those regulations
Moreover, I want to know who is going te
get the contraet.

Mr. Teesdale: Whom do you wani to get
it?

What is the dia-

or twe Lere and
the 14 inches.

You claim that
in cireumference?
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Mr. MUNSIE: If there is nothing under-
hand about this, I want to know who is to
get the contract.

Mr. Teesdale:
want to get it?

I ask you whom do you

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not want any one
firm to get it. I do not care who gets the
contract.

Capt. Carter: Do you really think the
Qovernment are guilty of underhand prac-
tice?

Mr, BSPEAKER: Order!

Alr, MUNSIE: Tf the Minister will agree
to the appointment of a Royal Commission or
a select committee to inquire into this matter,
and if I happen to be called to give evidence,
and if the member for Leederville (Capt.
Carter) is a member of the investigating
body, I will submit to such cross-examination
then. But 1 am not bere to be cross-exam-
ined. The member For Roebourne (Mr, Tees-
dale) has asked me whom I want to see get
the contract. To be candid, I want to see
the State get all it ¢an out of sandalwood,
and I want to see the cutter get a fair deal,

The Minister for Mines: That is what I
am prepared io guarantee under this pro-

03al.

P Mr, MUNSIE: The Minister i3 again pre-
pared to guarantee. 1 say, let us have a
look at the eontract. It will not be spoiled
by hbeing shown to the members of this
House. They will not go to the Table and re-
write the contract or alter its conditions, 1
ask the Minister to give us a look at the
contract. 1If the conditions are as good for
the State as he has said to-night they are,
and as good for the maun who gets the san-
dalwooll as the Minister says they are, he
has nothing whatever to be afraid of.

[Several interjections.]

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

The Minister for Mines: I am not afraid.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must keep
order. The member for Hamans will address
the Chair.

Mr. MUNSIE: From what I have seen of
the contract, that is to say from what has
been published in the Fress, I again must
differ from the Minister when he paints such
a glowing picture of what the cutter is going
to get. Tf the Minister insists on the regu-
Jations published, there will be no sandal-
wood wot on the goldficlds to come up to these
repulations, exeept the wood to he got on big
flats.

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
rect.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister will not find
it prowing on the hills, and the greater pro-
portion of the sandalwood that is brought
down comes from the stony ridges on the
goldfields, The Leader of the Opposition has
justified the moving of this motion, if only
by the, information the Minister has given us
to-night regarding the terms of the proposed
contract. Although there has been such a
lot of talk, and such a lot of controversy in
the Press, people writing from all quarters,
the Minister has kept absolutely silent and
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has not said 2 word until to-night. The chief
objection I had to the proposed contract up
to this evening was that the prospector would
he ¢ut out altogether. TUndoubtedly he would
be under the conditions as published in the
Press. But the Alinister comes along here
and tells s that he has made provision for
all those things. Why does not he let us
have a look at the contract? Why las the
Minister submitted to all this criticism%
It seems to me that had it not been for tho
criticism, some of the regulations would not
have appeared in the contract. They did not
appenr in the first draft. It is only the ob-
jections which have been raised that have
brought about these new conditions. There-
fore the motion has justified itself,

The Minister for Mines: T will not go to
the trouble of denying that. Will you tell me
who has ever suggested that the prospecior
should be protected in this way?

Mr. MUNSIE: I never heard of the sug-
gestion before. T am quite frank about that.

Mr. Tecsdnle: That protection was searcely
fixed up by the Minister in his chair to-
night.

Mr. MUNSIE: T do not say that, but I do
say that even when that large and influential
deputation of members from both sides
waited on the Premier, that protecting regu-
lation had not been fixed.

The Minister for Mines: All right; sup-
pose it was not. There was no tender ae-
cepted then, either.

Mr. MUNSIE: The improvement in the
regulations has resulted from the opposition
which has arisen all over the State to the
letting of the eomtract. If it is the policy
of the Government to let a contract to one
firm—1 care not which—I say, bring aleng
the conditions, and probably the combined
wisdom of all members of the House may
frame even a better contract than the Min-
ister has drawn up to the present time, a
contract hetter for the State and for the
cutter, the only two parties for whom I feel
any concern. As to what the Chinaman has
to pay, that does not concern me in the least,
When we cannot get from the Government
what is their intention, we have to draw ont
own conclusions. Sinee the conditions of
tender have been made public, and sinec it
has been known that the Government would
call for tenders, and that their intention was
to let the contract to one particular tenderer,
one partienlar firm has been purchasing san-
dalwoo@ throughout Western Australia. Al
most exclrgively, one particular firm has been
purchasing sandalweod during the last four
or five months all over the State.  That
firm’s agents have heen outhidding everybody
else. No one else has had a chanee to com-
pete with them. Tt looks suspicious to me.

Mr. Tcesdale: Surely you do not object
when the pullers are hencfiting¥

Mr. MUNSIBE: In that respect I do not
object in the least, but I do think the firm
in question knew more than their competitors,
The firm must have known how they stood
with regard to getting the sole agency, or
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they would never have set out to purchase
the quantity of sandalwood they did pur-
chase. N

The Minister for Mines:
buying.

Mr. MUNSBIE: Not all.

The Minister for Mines: If tney have any
money, they are buying.

Mr. MUNSIE: I say they are not all buy.
ing. The agents of one man are outhidding
all the other agents, and are getting the
sandalwood at a much lower rate, if what I
am told is true. L do not know what the
cutter is to be guaranteed, or what royalty
the State is to receive. I have heard many
figures mentioned as to what the firm in ques-
tion are prepared to pay the cutter and as
to what royalty they are prepared to pay
the State. Whether the figures, or any of
them, are correct or not I do not know. I
bave not seen the tenders. If there is nothing
wrong with the business, why do tue Govern-
ment want to let the contract hefore Parlia-
ment has a chance io consider the question?

The Minister for Mines: It is not a ques-
tion of submitting a tender to the House.
The Government would have to aceept the
tender, and then justify their action to the
House.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government do no bus-
iness in that way with any other commodity,
They do not call for tenders and accept one
of them and them come along and submit it
to Parliament. They ask Parliamment’s
opinion on the matter first.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
do nothing of the kind. You einnot cite a

single tender that has ever been submitted to
the H

House.

Mr. MUNSIE: No other commodity in
this country has ever been proposed as a
subject for monopoly in the same way as
this sandalwoud.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
construction of a railway such as the East-
ern Goldfields linet

Mr. MUNSIE: The sanction of Parlia-
ment is obtained@ for the eonstruction of the
railway before tenders are called at all.

The Minister for Mines: The sanetion of
this permit is in the Forests Act.

Mr. MUNSIE: The sanction of a sole
permit is not in the Forests Act, and has
never been agreed to by the House.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is in the Act,
though not in those words.,

Mr. MUXNSIE: It is all very well for the
Minister to say that. The Minister cannot
shew it in the Act. The Government are not
authorised hy that measure to grant to any-
one a monopoly of pulling sandalwood. The
Forests Act provides that permits may be
granted to men to go out into the bush and
pull sardalwood.

The Minister for Mines: By public tender.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not by public tender.

The Minister for Mines: Yes; that is in
the Aect.

Mr. MUNSTE: Public tender for a permit
to pull sandalwood?

AN the firms are
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The Minister for Mines: Yes, The Act
provides that permits may be let for the pur-
pose of taking avy forest product by publie
tender.

Mr. MUNSIE: That may be there; T will
not say it is not. That does not contemplate
the right heing given to the Government to
give a monopely te an individual by accepting
such n eontract.

The Minister for Mines:
pull a stick!

Mr. MUNSIE: I know that is in the
Forests Act, and that the Goveroment can
grant the right to pull by way of permit.
The fact remains that the getter will be com-
pelled to sell to one party.

The Minister for Mines: It provides for a
satisfactory buyer and that has not obtained
during the past fifty years.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister says that ia
so0.

The Minister for Mines: I am sure of it.

Mr. MUNSIE: Then let us have a look at
the ténder.

The Minister for Mines:
clude it first,
able course.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why keep this matter
secret? Why keep all the goed things from
the public?

The Minister for Mines: Can there be
wueh of a sceret seeing that it has been
floating round the departments during the
last six monthat

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think there is a
single memhber on the Opposition side of the
House who knew there were conditions pro-
viding protection for prospectors.

Mr. Heron: I knew it was suggested.

The Minister for Mines: Then you are
agreeably surprised.

Mr. MUNSIE: That may be so. If the
Minister comes into the open, he may be more
agreeably surprised still. lrrespective of who
is to get the contract and what the con-
ditions are to be, I protest against the Gov-
ernment letting a monopoly to any one firm
to deal with products that belong to the
State. I protest all the more because the
Government are letting a contract behind the
back of Parliament.

But lhe cannot

I want Lo con-
T want to take the honour-

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [9.32]: The de-
bate has been somewhat interesting, but 1
will oot say, confusing. Apparently it has
been admitted that the sandalwood industry
has not becn satisfactory in the interests of
the cutter, the puller, or the trader. Only
one party has received proper consideration
under the old system and that was the
foreign buyer in China. The conditions are
somewhat unique. For many years the buyer
has been the sole monopolist; the sellers have
been diversified and many.

Mr. Willeock: Tt was a monopoly ex-
tending to 400,000,000 people!

Mr. MONEY: The buvers of sandalwood
are in a unique position. T know of no nther
product that is supplied to only one country
in the world. The conditions heing nnique it
is necessarv, particularly in view of the fact
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that the business has been so nusatisfactory
to Western Australia for so long—we have
been told that the State has lost at the rate
of about £50,000 per year for a long time
past——

AMr. Willeock: That is a matter of opinion.

The Minister for Mines: 1t is o matter of
Tact.

Mr. MONEY: We are told by the Min-
ister that the State will receive £50,000 per
yeur if this projeet is earrited through, Care-
ful consideration should he given to this ques-
tion before any interference is made with the
applieations called for by the Government,
When I first read the notice of motion, 1
wondered whether the calling for tenders was
in erder, but we have had the assuranee of the
Minister in charge of the Forests Depart-
ment that the provision is contained in the
Forests Act.

The Minister for Mines: It was recom-
mended’ by the Forests Commission.

Hen. W. C. Angwin: The Act has not been
amended?

The Minister for Mincs: No.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: I do not sce the pro-
vision in the Aet. ’

Mr. MONEY: In view of the Minister’s
assurance I cannot understand the delay in
dealing with the applications. I say that ad-
visedly, becanse we have had many com-
plaints in the past regarding tenders,
including those dealt with by the Public
Works Department.

The Minister for Works: There was good
reason for that; there had to be that delay.

Mr. MONEY: That may be so. At times,
however, the faet that thefe were State
trading coneerns here made some people
wonder wheiher competition with these con-
cerns had something to do with the delay.
It looked as though the delay was for the
benefit of the State trading conecerns, I
cannot conceive why this undue delay has
taken place if the tenders are in aceordance
with the Forests Aet, if they are satisfae-
tory to the State, and most satisfactory to
the cutter. Certainly they must be satis-
factory to the tenderer, otherwise the tender
would not have been put in, As to the ques-
tion of monopoly, there may be good and
bad  monopolies. In Western Australia
people have been satisfied with the railways
existing as a State monopoly., I cannot
eonceive of one who, admittedly, has been
in favour of Staie monopolies, ohjecting to
dealing with s tender that must benesit
very considerably the people of Western
Australia. The sandalwoed is our own pro-
duct and we have noi been recciving a
proper price for it in the past. T cannot
conceive any objection to an organisation
being given the right to sell eur product at
its proper value in the warkets of the
world. When the bayer bas a monopoly he
cean do as he likes, and play one seller off
against awother. Under the proposed
arrangement, the seller is placed in the same
pesition as the buyer, for they will be on
an equal footing. Tbhis would have heen
unnceessary if the countries of the world
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had been buyers of sandalwood. With Chi
the only buyer, it is essential that sor
such step should be taken. . It iz ve
simple. We, as owners of a product, bei:
dissatisfied with 1he system obtaining in ¢
past, have decided to put our product up
auction, and secure the highest price for
period of five years. I assume that tho
objecting to this tender being accept
probably put in tenders themselves. 1
not know whether it is so or not, but if
i8 s0, they should not be heard in objeetis
to the highest tender being accepted.
they did not put in a tender, that is the
fault, Those people should not bLe listens
to for a single instant.

Mr. Johnston: What about the gentlem:
who tendered 3s. per ton above any oth
bona-fide tenderer?

Mr. MONEY: It would not be fair
right to tinterfere with the ordinary cour
of a business transaction. 1 hope, now the
is an epportunity to improve the finances |
this way and oblain better value for o
produet, there will be no question about ti
Government accepting the highest tender.,

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [9.41]: I am sm
the House has heen very impressed by tt
intimate knowledge displayed by the men
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Money) of the cor
ditiens operating in the sandalweod inda
try. Hec displayed a wonderful grip of th
sandalwood position.

Hon. P. Collicr: A staggering knowledge

Mr, CORBOY : There are cirecumstanee
operating which take away much of the gol
from the picture painted by the Minister fo
Mines. Those parts of the picture we cor
ccived were black, he showed were whit
and those we thought swere white, h
demonstrated were black,—to bis own sati:
faction. He most ecarefully avoided th
whele point in the motion mmgved hy th
Leader of the Opposition who merely aske
that the papers should be laid on the Tabl
of the House. The Minister objects by say
ing that he cannot do so until the tender ha
been accepted.

The Minister for Works: Is that not sc
too?

Mr. Money: Tt would be unfair to th
tenderers who did not expect it wounld b
done.

Mr. CORBOY: What harm could be done
We would - not be disclosing information &
trade competitors.

Mr. Ieron: Of course not, because the
time for aceepting tenders has closed,

Mr. CORBOY: A man cannot put in ax
anended tender,

Mr, Money: Hus a tender been accepted?

Mr. CORBOY : The tenders have beer
lodged. ’

The Minister for Wprks: Tt is not busi
ness to diselose the details of a tender be
fore aceepting it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You stick up tender:
as soon as they are received, whether they
are accepted or not.
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Mr. CORBOY: Tt might as well be said
that bhecause we have used the railways for
years past, we must nof use motor ¢ars now.
Does the member for Bunbury (3r. Money)
suggest that hecause certain things have
been dome for vears, we must do nothing
else?

Mr. Money: On the contrary, I said we
shounld do it.

Mr. CORBOY: The hon. memher has ob-
jeeted to the course suggested being adopterd,
beeatse it has not heen done in the past!
In no other instanee has a tender been called
by the State in respect of a mono;oly. The
cirgumstances are unusual. We are to give
away rights in connection with the industry
to one individual where previously there were
a number of competitors. Not one of those
competitors would gain anything from the
knowledge obtained if the wmotion were
agreed to. If I were in the Minister’s plaer,
unless there is seme much graver reason thun
he has given us to-night, I would ke eager to
make known the information before accepting
the tender. That, and that alene, would serve
to rcmove the suspicion in people’s minds.

Mr. Money: What is the suspicion?

Mr. CORBOY: One has merely to walk
down the street to hear all sorts of sugges-
tions as to why this tender is going to he
aceepted. Nothing would do more to con-
found that suspicion than the disclesing of
the tenders. The people engazed in sandal-
weod pulling are full of ap-rehension.

AMr. Johnston: Publie Works tenders are
dizclosed immediately en being opened.

Mr, CORBOY : Of course they are. Those
engaged in the sandalwood industry are en
tirely oprosed to the granting of this non-
apoly. The pullers, instead of beinz hene-
fited by the monopoly, will be pcnalised.

The Premier: Then let us drop the pull-r
and get our royalty. That is what you woull
say.

Mr. CORBOY: T am saying nothing of the
sort. I am trying te proteet the puller.

The Premier: Bui you said he would not
be protected.,

Mr, CORBOY;
will benefit him,

Mr. Pickering: Why not?

AMr. CORBOY: I will tell you. The Min-
ister ex)lnined that the conditions provided
that the wood mvst ke of  12-ineh girth,
stripped.

The Premier: That is

Mr, CORBOY: If so,

T do not think this proposal

the regulation now,
it is not being en-

forced.
Mr, Chesson: It was disallowed last year.
Mr (ORBOY: That is so. The memher

for Menries waz instrumental in getting it
disatiowed. Even if the repuiation existed
to-day, it is not being cnforeed.

The Premier: What size do you suggest?
Any old size.
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Mr. CORBOY: Any size that is market-
able.

The Premier: That would inclvde immature
woud.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course, we must have
come sensible control. The woeod beiog mar-
keted to-day is approximately of the right
sizp, The Minister «aid a 12-inch girth would
nican practically three inches in diameter. I
said it would be more like four incles. Actu-
ally, it is just over 3% inches. Given the
girth, it is 4 simple sum in arithmetic to find
the dinmeter

The Minister for Mines: [t has taken you
2 lpug tiwme to find it

Mr. CORBOY: XNot so long as it took the
Mini ter to com, ose the glowing statement
he gave 15 to-night. The bulk of the wood
being marketed to-day is considerably under
the :ize stated. 1[ we are to insist upon a
Ll-ineh girth, it will mean that, despite the
£14 pv¢ ten which the Minister says the
piller is to pel, the puller will earn consid-
rriably less than he caras to-day. The Min-
ister unys the Forests Act gives him power
to grant this proposed monopoly. There is
in the Act a section providing for the issue
of permits However, it was never the in-
t ntion of Parfinment to confer on onc per-
m’t onder that section, the whole of the
State for the pulling of sandalwood. If such

thine had been suggesied when the Bill
was goirg through, not one member of the
s mmlly would have agreed to that pro-
vision.

The Minister for Mines: It does not do
‘trt, for enly one small portion of the State
it inelvd d in the permit arca whére sandal-
- anl grows.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course, no man wounld
apply for a rermit te pull sandalwood in
Perth, w ere none grows,

T+ Minister for Mines:
~ould be included.

Mr CORBOY: Tt was never intended by
“arlimment that a monopoly should be granted
urder the PForests Act.

The Ynister for Mines: No monopoly is to
To eranted.

AMr. CCRBOY: That is a futile statement.
Whet is the tendsr for but fo grant a mon-
opoly of the right to buy sandalwood from
th puller and sell it overseas.

Th~ “TNinister for Mines: That is not tak-
ing sandalwood off Crown lands.

Me. CORBOY: What does the Minister
mean by that?

Yet that area

Th> “"iv'ster for Mines: I don't know.
Mr. CORBOY: The Minister waxes bum-
oreus.  The motion merely asks for the

najer . Tt ean neither benefit nor hrrt any
n the t nierers. Clearly, it is the right of
*ltis Chamb-r to know the whole of the details
T rfare any mono oly is granted by the Min-
ieter.

On mnotinn by Mr. Pickering, debate ad-
“surn-d.
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MOTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
Royal Commission’s Recommendations.
Mr. WILSON (Collie) [9.54]:

That in the opinion of this House im-
mediate effevt should be given by the Gov-
ernment to the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on Repatriated Soldiers
of the A.LF. under “‘The Discharged
Soldiers Settlement Act, 1918.7’

Although I shall be going up for election
next year, | can assure hon. members T am
not moving this motion by way of propa-
ganda. Before the report of the Royal Com-
mission was laid on the Table, a member of
another place was reported to have made the
following statement.

The Premier; Never mind what he said.

My, WILSON: This report was in the
“West Australian,’’

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it a report of some-
thing that took place in the other Chamber?

I move—

Mr. WILSON: It is a report of some
words used by a member in the other
Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. member

cannot quote it here.

Mr. WILSON: But if a member of an-
other place is allowed to call men undeserved
names, we should

Mr. SPEAKER:
read that here.

Hon. P. Coldier:
dou’t read it.

- Mr. WILSON: This hon. member in an-
other place said in effect that the Royal Com-

I cannot allow you te

Quote it from memory;

mission was made a buffer between the
geldier settlers and the Government. He also

gaid the Commissioners did not know skinless
barley from bearded wheat. The man who
said I was a buffer between the Government
and the soldiers—well, I can only say he is
a liar.

The Premier: You ought not to say that.

Mr. WILSON: I am a buffer for no one.

The Premier: No one who knows you
would think you were.

Mr. WILSON: Well, some men have said
it. As for knowing skinless barley, the barley
required for the manufacture of the whisky 1
have drunk was more than the hon. member
of another place ever saw growing. Why,
Scotland is the land of barley!

The Premier: And you can carry it like a
Seotchman.

Mr., WILSON;: It has been said that even
an imbeecile politician ¢an make one joke in
hig lifetime. I am going to leave that gentle-
man to enjoy the joke he made at our ex-
pense.

The Premier: Whe was it made the jokef?

Mr, WILSON: If you rcad ‘‘Hansard”’
you will find it was the Hon, J. Mills. When
moving for the Royal Commission last year
I made certain statements that did not mect
with the approval of some members opposite.
I am sorry to say those statements have been
more than verified; in fact, have been tragi-
cally verified by the evidence taken before
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the Royal Commission. I said that some land
had cost £23 5a. per acre to clear, We had
it proved to us that the land had cost over
£40 to clear, and that certain other land had
cost £60. I also drew attention to a state-
ment that the Noombling estate had been pur-
chased for the asoldier settlement scheme, The
statement I then nade has since been ae-
cepted by the Lands Department as being
eorrect, We found instances of the cost of
pulling alone reaching £14 17s, 6d. per acre.
Just imagine that for pulling the timber!
In addition to that, aomething like £20 per
acre was paid for clearing, the total cost
being in some instanees over £40 per acre.
Thus we begin to realise what the soldiers
have to carry, and we find it is an impossible
hurden.

. The Premier: The soldiers did the clear-
icg.

Mr. WILSON: That is so. Actually the
Government did the clearing and employed
the soldiers on it. T will deal with that later.
The Commission visited one place at Boyanup
and found something very uncomplimentary
te those who had done the work of eclearing.
There was a paddock of five or ten acres
and, in the timber lying on the ground, boles
had been bored indiseriminately and not a
shot had hecn fired. The holes had been
bored for over two years. I could have carried
some of the timber on my shoulder and put
it on the fire. The Government overseer had
allowed the men employed to bore the holes
at the expense of the soldier.

The Premier: Over five acres, was it?

Mr. WILSON: Yes. The Commission wers
appointed to endeavour to get justice for the
soldiers, and T am sure the Government wish
to see justice done, That s what I am
advocating to-night. I want the House to
coneur in the opinion that the Government
should give effect to the recommendations of
the Commission. After our having travelled
through the country and made the inguiry,
the work of the Commission should not be
permitted to go by the board. The House
should see that effect is given to the recom-
mendations. A Government inspector, Mr.
Brinkworth, said work that had cost £290
ghould have cost only £100. ]

Mr. A, Thomson: They put £190 on it?

Mr. WILSON: Yes.

Mr. A. Thomson:
soldier all right.

AMr, WILSON: He is ‘‘settled,’’ without
donbt. T think the Government are desirouns
of helping the soldiers. A statement was
made in another place recently that the cost
of clearing on some of the group settloments
in the South-West had been £32 or £33 an
acre. We have an instance of a higher cost
than that. Any land in the South-West that
costs over £30 an acre to clear cannot he
profitable to the settler, and it is with a de-
gire to remedy this state of affairs that T am
sreaking to-night. There was an instance of
a block at Noombling being over-capitalised
and Mr. McLarty stated he was prenared to
have a revaluation made. That estate was

That is helping the
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offered to the (iovermmnent two or three times
and was turned down, but ultimately it was
purchnsed at an enhaneed price. The settlers
in the polson couniry can never make a sug-
cess of their loldings at the present valua-
tion., It is not my intention to deal with
the cost of dam constroction; we have had
enough abouf it,

The Premier:
that.

Mr. WILSOX: We got into no tangle
ahout it, but the Government department did.
There scems to be something wrong when
dams put down by Government Departments
cost 38, 2d. per yard, and a private individual
conld get a dam constructed for 1s 9d.

The Minister for Works: Every dam was
construeted by tender.

Mr. WILSON: 1T am afraid the cost per
yard was too great. In evidence both Mr,
O’Brien and Mr. Melarty said 2s. 64. a
yard would be a fair price, but the depart-
ment are charging the digger 3s. 24,

The Minister for Works: Not all of them.

Mr. WILSOX: The department are prac-
tically charging a flat rate.

The Premier: You are quite wrong,

The Minister for Works: Yes, you are
wrong there.

Mr, WILSON: I should be glad to hear
the Minister quote the evidenee.

The Premier: We will guote it.

Mr. WILSON: My statement is correct,
Mr. McLarty said 2s. 6d. a yard was sufficient
for dams that had cost 33. 2d. Even if only
one digger were affected, he should not be
charged the additional 8d.

The Premier. Are they paying more than
the dams cost?

Mr. WILSON:

The Premier: Whot

Mr. WILSON: The men on the apot. 1
have a dam at Bruece Rock that cost 1s. 6d.
a yard.

The Minister for Agricul{ure:
cavation only?

Mr. WILSOXN: The practice is to charge
for the excavation and for puiting in the
drain. T the dam has a capacity of 1000
yards and there is 80 wards of drain, a
charge is made for 1,080 wvards. One vhase
of the question into whiech we did net in-
quire was that of marketing. Wherever we
went we met soldier settlers who said thev
might be able to make a success of their
holdings en the price paid for the land and
on the deal they had received from the Gov-
ernment, hut they were afraid the markets
wounld jeopardise their prospeets.

You pot into a tangile about

Yes.

For the ex-

The Minister for Agriculture: Which mar-
kets?
Mr. WILSON: The loeal markets. A

man at Kalamunda sent 20 cases of tomatoes
to market and the reanlt wns a debit of 1s.
94. A settler at Balinpup forwarded six
large bacs of onions to market and after all
his tronhle he received As. 6d. These men
are trving to make a living on the land, but
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how can they o it in the face of such re-
turns?

The Mintster for Works:
such low returns every time.

AMr. WILSOXN: They are getting them.
Lack of markets and poor prices were
grounds of complaint to the Commission. Het-
tlers at EKalamunda stated that they eould
not make a suceess of their propositions on
the prices paid for the land and the cost to
them if the price they obtained for their pro-
duee was not more satisfactory. New South
Wales i2 the only State where the position of
the soldier settlers is being reviewed. To the
30th June, 1922, Western Australia had spent
£4,651,325 on soldier settlement, and New
South Wales £13,406,319. [ do not know the
number of soldiers settled in New South
Wales, but I wish to show that the Govern-
ment there have tackled this problem and are
going to help to keep the soldiers on the land.
Seventy per cent. of our men n the South-
Woest are holding on in the hope of the Gov-
crnment giving effect to the report of tho
Royal Commission.and affording them relief.

The Premier: Of 4,000 men you could ip-
duce only 260 to come bhefore you.

Mr. WILSON: Did the Premier want tho
Commission to examine any moref

The Premier: You were engaged for
months on the inguiry.

Mr. WILSOXN: The Premier told us he
would allow only a certain time in which to
complete the inquiry; consequently we ex-
amined only a limited number of witnesses in
each distriet. After we had taken the evi-
dence of five or six men in a district, we
eonsidered that their evidenec was representa-
tive of the distriet and would make out a case
for it. It is useless for the Premier to say
that only a certain number of soldiers ap-
peared before us. We could have got tha
evidence of many more.

Mr. Corboy: The Commission would have
heen kept going until now if we had exam-
ined all the witnesses that desired to give
eridence,

Mr. WILSON: T do not think the Premier
would eontend that men paying £40 an acre
for land in the South-West will be able to
make a success of it.

The Premier: You are referring to two
men at Piesse’s Brook, I suppose.

Mr. WILSOX: T have in my mind many
more, sorre at Kirup, Balingup, Boyanup,
and Brunswick, those at the latter place on
the State farm.

The Minister for Agrieulture:
them?

Mr. WILSON: Owing to the prevalence
of Snanish radish something must be done
for the Brunswick settlers. The recommen-
dations of the Commission are very similar to
the supgestions offered by a committee
of inauiry in  New South Wales. 1
wish to show the =apirit in which the
New Sonth ~ Wales Government have ac-
cented the recommendations made there.
Mr. Walter Wearne, M L.A., Secretary for
Lands and Minister for Forests, speaking on

Thex will not get

‘What abhout
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the Addresstin-reply in the New South Wales
Parliament on the 31st August, said—

Since June, 1922, T have confirmed 482
holdings of a capital value of nearly one
million pounds. Every block was revalued
heeause I would mot put my name to any
value wnless the Closer Settlement Advisory
Board or the Surveyor General satisfied me
the value was a fair one no matfer what
the land cost. In aecordance with that
policy I find that the disposal values of
11 cstates are a good deal below the cost
of acquisition and development, namely, to
the extent of £125,000, Within  three
months the whole of the estates purchased,
cxeept one, will have to he revalued, and
have had the capital valwes notified and
gazetted and confirmed.

The Government there are having revalua-
tions made.

The Minister for Agriculture: Are we not
doing it here?

The Premier: They gave four times as
mnch for their land as we did here.

Mr. WILBON: We have no indication that
the Government are doing it here. The Min-
ister in New South Wales talks about one
estate in particular. He says—

The purchase price of the Clinton Estate,
near Inverell, was £19,128, and the cost of
development was £39,925, making a total
of £59,053. The disposal capital value of
that estate was £15,691, making a loss of
£44,382.

That is what the Government there are doing.

The Premier: They lost £500,000 in one
case alone.

Mr, WILSON: I shall be satisfied if we
get out of it for half a million. We shall be
lucky if we do.

The Minister for Agriculture:
stinking fish,

My, WILSON: I am not doing so. On a
. cupital of nearly five millions it is not erying
stinking fish to suggest losing 20 per cent.

The Premier: Most of our fellows have
buight pretty cheap farms.

Mr. WILSON: The sooner the Government
coine to the relief of these people the better
for all concerned. It is no use keeping them
on tenterhooks. They must be helped.

The Premier: I am going to deal with
every case you have mentioned.

Mr. WILSON: T ask Parliament to agree
to the recommendations we have put up.

The Premier: Tell us what they are.

Mr. WILSON: I am going to deal with
them one by one. If there is any objeetion
I shall be pleased to hear it.

The Premier: Let us have it.

Do not ery

Mr, WILSON: 1 am not going to be
laughed out of this. The soldiers want a fair
deal.

The Premier: They will get it.

Mr. WILSON: Whether 1 offend or please,
1 am going to have my say in this matter.
T do not intend to be influcnced by the Gov-
ernment or by party considerations. I have
no desire to say anything nasty about what
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has been done, for that would not alter the
position,

The Minister for Agriculture: You would
not say they have not had a fair deal.

Mr. WILSON: The Government have done
their best aceording to their lights. A con-
siderable sum of money has been squandered,
and for this the diggers must pay. When
asking for the Royal Commission I said the
soldiers, when they came back, were not nor-
mal. They were placed out in the country in
order that they might get away from the city
and no one reckoned the cost, They were put
on to clearing land. They counld not do this
work although they did their best. It was the
duty of the Federal Government to look after
them, hut the State took over that obliga-
tion, They arranged to clear the land. This
should have cost only about £15. Is it fair,
therefore, to burden the men with a cost of
£40 an aere?

The Minister for Agriculturc: We gener-
ally charge the cost of the work dome.

Mr. A, Thomson: Provided it is a reason-
able cost.

Mr. WILSON: Ono of the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission was-—

That the cost of elearitig be writien down
te approximately the amount it has cost
private individuals to clear some of the
land in the same locality.

Is that not a fair proposition to the digger?

The Minister for Agriculture: That recom-
mendation has been given effect to. In many
eases the capital cost will have to be written
dewn.

Mr. WILSON: There was the case of Mr.
Hunter, at Cascade.

The Minister for Agriculture:
costly clearing.

Mr. WILSON: Not as costly as it has been
elsewhere.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The Cascade
estate has been written down.

Mr. WILSON: To £16 an acre. Mr. Hes-
ter says it should be written down to £8,
which 18 what it cost t¢ elear his land.

The Minister for Agriculture: People put
forward all sorts of ideas.

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Hester knows what he
is talking about.

“.Capt., Carter: There is alse the ease of
Mr. Johnson, at Balingup.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yon could
not do to-day what Mr. Hester did.

Mr. WILSON: But the reduced price now
charged i3 by no means liberal. In fact, it is
exorbitant.

The Minister for Agriculture: Clearing
spread over a number of years is much cheaper
than clearing green timber.

Mr. WILSON: Everyone knows that. Tn
Gippsland the trees were rinzharked and fires
put through at intervals.

Capt. Carter: It was not green timber at
Cascade.

Mr, WILSON: Why did the Government
insist on pnlling green timber? Take Piesse’s
Brook. A man named Shaw had the tree
pullers on his ground, the cost for pulling

That was
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being about £16 an acre. Ie was then ad-
vised by the foreman that it would be better
to have his timber snigged. He agreed to
that, but asked what it would cost. The fore-
man said it would cost £1 an hour or £8 a
day for fhe team operating the puller. I
asked him how he got on. He replied, ‘f After
two days they had pulled a quarter of an
acre.’’ This meant an expenditure of £186, at
the rate of £G4 an acre for snigging only.

Capt. Carter: And they pulled the timber
up a steep grade at that.

Mr. WILBOXN: Is that a fair deal? The
heads of Government did not know of these
matters, and it is my duty now to tell them.

Capt. Carter: That is the point.

Mr, WILSON: The Government must not
take umbrage at what we say. Let the
digger be told that he will get immediate
relief, An independent commission of
practieal men should be appointed to re-
valne these estates. The Government
wonld have the appointment of the com-
migsioners. They need mnot be members
.of Parliamgnt, but should be men who
have lived in the country and know values.
By this means the Government would get a
fair deal, and thc discontent amongst the
diggers would be overcome. We are not
asking too much in requesting that recom-
mendation No. 1 should be given effect to.
It would be only a fair thing to the men
who have saved ws. The question of inter-
est is an important one. The soldiers want
their interest deferred. Very few have paid
any up to now.

The Premier: At Piesse’s Brook they have
paid it all

Mr, WILSON : They have a Minister
living up that way, and thut may influcnce
them.

Capt. Carter: Some of them used their
gratuity bonds in order to kecp going.

Mr. WILSON: The man who out of his
carnings has to pay interest on 2,000 has
a hard struggle. The recommendation of

the New South Wales committee 4s as
follows:—
That the full indebtedness of each

settler be written down to such a figure

that the repayment of the capital and

interest will not amount te more than £63

per anoum, and that repayments could be

maide monthly or quarterly instead of

weekly.
The Government there want, and have had,
the estates revalued for the digger. Some
of our men have nearly £200 a year interest
to pay, and they have no market. There are
men at Balingup paying interest amounting
to just under £200. One man told the Com-
mission be had put £2,000 of hiz own money
into his block, and he is practically stoney-
broke.

The Premier: He made a private purchase.

Mr. WILSON: No, He bought his land
from the estate purchased by the Govcrn-
ment.

The Premier: No.
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Mr. WILSON: Yes. What is the use of
the Premier shouting across at me, when he
does not know what he is talking about?

he Premier: T do know,

Mr, WILSOXN: I was there and will not
be contradicted. I took the evidence. The
man put in his bond.

The Premier: He bought as a private
person. *

Mr. Smith: That is Shenton of Balingup.

Mr. WILSON: Yes.

The Premier: What estate was it?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Brookton.

The Premier: No, Ferndale.

Mr., WILSON: Here the soldier settlers
are at the present time being asked to pay
up to £180 and £200. New South Wales says
the amount should be reduced to something
that the man ecan pay. I hope the Govern-
ment here will adept the same course. I
suggested that the Federal Government
should be approached in regard to helping
our returned soldiers. I think it is not too
late to approach the Pedcral Government
with a request to pay something towards
the cost of clearing done by people who
were practieally taken out of the streets of
Perth for that work. The State Government
adid not get a fair deal, simply because the
men were physically unfit to do the work.
Some of the men sent down to do it were
not 10 per cent. fit for it, and yet 100 per
cent. is eharged for their labour to the
soldier settler. In thy opinion the Federal
Government should be approached at the
next Premiors’ Conference, or even earlier,
for a refund in that respect. We ask that
threce commissioners be appointed, and it is
suggested that one of them should be from
the staff of the Agrieunltural Bank, and ome
an expert chosen by the Government, and
the third, if possible, a man nominated by
the returned soldiers. T trust the Govern-
ment will give consideration to this recom-
mendation, and especially to its last feature.
T do not think we shall ever get a fair
valuation until the work of valning is done
by an independent body. At the Williams
we heard that the Government had ap-
proached a man to make valuations. My
hope is that the Government will go even
further than that, and appoint a body of
three to make valuatioms.

The Minister for Agriculture: One cannot
give cffect to a general recommendation like

 that. Every c¢ase must be treated on ats
merits.
Mr. WILSON : We say in our report,

quite clearly, that a flat rate cannot appiy.

The Minister for Agriculture; Surely you
ecan rely on the Government to give the
neecssary consideration?

Mr, WILSON: Yes, we rely on the Gov-
ernment; but the Government want some
help from the House. The House should ask
the Government to give effect to the Com-
missiun ‘s recommendations. It is no use for
a Commission to investigate matters if no
heed is taken of its recommendations.

The Minister for Apgriculture: But heed
has been taken,
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Mr, WILSON: We shall be glad to know
it. and to have specific cases quoted. Since
the Commission adjenrned, we have had re-
qvests for relief from pressure bheing puf on
soldier settlers at the present time, That
faet does not sgree with the Minister’s state-
ment.

The Premier: Can you give the names?

Mr., WILSON: Yes. I do not come here
and make statements which I cannot verify.
T will give the Premier the names, As to the
question of the interest, in that respeet the
fault does not lie with the Government, but
with the times, which have compelled the
Government to charge these men such high
rotes of interest as G146 and 7 per cent.

The Premier: The Federal Government
charge us £6 7s. for the money.

Mr. WILSON: Yes, but there is a move
in the right direction at the present time.
When Mr. Bruce, the Prime Minister, was
here, he indicated in his public speeches that
he was preparsd to reduce the rate which
the Federal Government were paying for
money. Mr. Bruce spoke as follows: —

Under the soldier land settlement scheme,

which was operated in conjunction by the
Commonwealth and the States, the Com-
monwealth agreed to raise for the States
all moneys required for soldier land settle-
nient and te allow a rebate of interest of
215 per cent. for five years. The States
were under an obligation o pay to the
Commonwealth the same rate of interest as
the Commonwealth had to pay for moncys
raised for this purpose, less the rebate of
2% per cent. Moneys raised by the Com-
monwealth for this purpose had carried
varying rates of interest, and at the pre-
sent time £33,660,664 have been so raised
at the averagc rate of interest of £6 3s. 114d.
per eent. The Commonwealth Government
realises the grave difficulties that have had
to be overcome by the States with regard
to the soldier land. settlement schemes, and
in order to assist the States and to cnable
them to give fair and equitable trecatment
to the seldier settlers, the Commonwealth is
prepared as from January 1, 1924, to re-
duee the rate of interest to 5 per cent.
from the £6 3s. 11d. which the money is
actually costing the Commonwealth.

The Premicr: The Commonwealth have now
refused to do that. We did not agree to
their other terms.

Mr. WILSON: The Premier himself
stated in this House that he hoped to reap
some advantage from that offer. T have also
here a cutting form the ‘¢ West Australian,?’’
containing a telegram dated Melhonrne, Feb-
ruary 20th, in reference to ‘‘proposed abo-
litton of Juterest on advances to soldier
scttlers.”” The telegram states—

The Minister for Lands (Mr. Oman)
said that the plan under which soldiers had
been settled provided very liberal conces-
sions of money for the purpose of aequiring
land and making advances to the soldier
settlers, of whom theye were 10,000 in
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Vietoria. The average cost of that money

—about £18,700,000—was 6 per cent., and

the State Governmeut Ient it to the settlers

at 5 per cent.

The Premier:
terest.

Mr. WILSON: Why not? If these men
are to sveeed, there must be a revaluationm,
and the interest must be either deferred or
reduced, T mnst draw attention to that ter-
rible pest at Brunswick—Spanish radish.
Something has got to be done, otherwise the
people whose land is affected will not be able
to live.

The Premier: The pest is everywhere.

Mr., WILSON: But not on small allot-
ments. 1t is all very well for a man who has
a fairly large area of ground. It is to he
hoped that the Agricultural Department will
dp something to overcome the trouble. In
conelusion let me say that when I was travel-
ling round the conmtry I was more than sur-
prised to learn the degree of hardship which
the soldier settlers have to put up Wwith.
Members get up in this House and talk about
the hardships of the group settlers.. Those
hon, members simply do not know what they
are talking about in comparison with the
soldier settlers. The soldier settler has to
work his way from the very jump. He and
his wife and family do not get any £3 a
week to live on, If they are to live there at
all, the high imposts which they have to
shonlder must be reduced. Even if the im-
posts are reduced, some assistanee must be
rendered in connection with the wmarkcting
of the produce. A lower rate must be eharged
on the railways for the carriage of their
products.

The Premier: They have to pay so much
for their coal, and so on.

Mr. WILSON: Coal is a commodity we
cannot do without. These people have to
live just as well as the coal miners. If for
a term of from three to five vears there was
a lower flat rate and the people were induced
to take their produce into consumpiion, some-
thing would be gained. With a reduction in
lhe valuations I have referred to, and atten-
tion to the other matters, there will be soms
hope of scttling these people satisfactorily.
Unless the Government come to the aid of
these men quickly, I helieve that 40 per cent.
¢f them will be forced off their holdings, for
they bave no £3 a1 week comiug in to keep
them going.

On  motinn
journed.

We cannot reduce the in-

bv Capt. Carter, dchate ad-

Haouse adjowrned at 1048 par.



